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Y7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch-Up Premium Funding at 

Kensington Aldridge Academy: 17/18 Update 
 

What is Catch-Up funding?  

Catch-Up funding (CUF) is available to support those students who arrive at secondary school 

without having achieved the nationally expected standards in English and mathematics in Y6. 

Schools may spend the funding however they wish, but must demonstrate the impact the funding is 

having. 

How is the funding allocated?  

In 2015-2016 £500 was paid to schools to support each Y7 student who failed to achieve a Level 4, 5 

or 6 in reading and/or mathematics. 

In 2016-2017 Y6 students have been awarded a Scaled Score for their SATs, instead of a National 

Curriculum Level. As a result funding has been allocated to secondary schools at the same level as in 

the previous year (regardless of the number of students admitted who are below national 

expectations). 

Who does this affect at KAA?  

Academic Year Total Y7 

Students 

Total number of students 

eligible for funding 

CUF 

2017-18 181 
(61 students have Reading 

and/or Maths SAS <100) 
£14,000 (approx.) 

 

Academic Year Total Y7 

Students 

Total number of students 

eligible for funding 

CUF 

2016-17 173 
(62 students have Reading 

and/or Maths SAS <100) 
£13,158 

 

Academic Year Total Y7 

Students 

Total number of students 

eligible for funding 

CUF 

2015-16 176 28 £14,000 

 

How is the money used by KAA?   

 CUF is used to support literacy and numeracy interventions that directly impact the Y7 

students who most need it. 

 The reasons for a student’s underperformance at KS2 can be wide ranging; from cognitive 

difficulties to poor concentration and / or lack of support. Providing the conditions for 

students to catch-up with their peers, of course, starts with diagnosing their individual needs 

and ensuring these are met. However, there are also structural and teaching practices that 

can be put into place to ensure these students make better than expected progress from the 

outset. Some of the most important ones we use at KAA are described below… 

o At KAA we recognise the importance of reading for all students. Future success at 

school and beyond, relies on students being able to read well. CUF is used to 

support reading intervention programmes to accelerate the progress of students 

who need it. All staff are trained to teach (not just deliver) morning reading and 
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additional specialist training is given to those staff who work with catch-up 

programmes such as Lexia and Fresh Start. 

o Having confidence and competence with numeracy is essential across the curriculum 

and beyond. Those students who need it (catch-up students and others) receive 

additional numeracy support from qualified maths teachers, either during morning 

reading time or during enrichment. 

o At KAA the curriculum is structured to allow CUF students the most amount of 

teacher support. Unlike a traditional 6-form entry school, we split our students into 

8 teaching groups, typically reducing the size of the lowest band groups to 

approximately 10/15 (often with a teacher and a co-teacher). Although reduced 

group size isn’t credited with automatically increased outcomes, we believe that the 

detailed marking, personalised questions and differentiation needed to support 

catch-up students properly is more easily achieved in smaller groups. 

o At KAA we have an assessment model that provides regular and meaningful 

feedback to students and parents. This means students always have a clear idea 

about what they can already do, and what they need to work on in order to 

improve. This is particularly important for students needing to catch-up as it 

provides manageable steps, and achievable goals. 

o At KAA all students are set ambitious targets equivalent to the ‘old-style’ 4 levels of 

progress (from KS2-KS4) and at least 2 sublevels in Y7. Importantly for catch-up 

students, these targets are reviewed regularly and increased (at the end of each 

year) to maintain the stretch and challenge needed to catch-up. 

o At KAA we have high expectations for all students and staff. This creates a 

purposeful, atmosphere giving all the maximum amount of teacher time and support. 

o At KAA the after school enrichment programme mixes fun academic, sporting and 

creative sessions, with more targeted catch-up groups. We believe that students 

eligible for CUF should take part in both. By broadening their interests and 

experiences, students’ aspirations are raised which leads to increased engagement in 

school. At the same time this is complimented by English and maths ‘catch-up’ 

enrichments to ensure their basic skills are improved. 

o The progress of catch-up students is monitored closely within departments (English 

and maths) at the end of each assessment cycle. Intervention plans are evaluated and 

adapted to ensure progress is as rapid as possible. 

 

Analysis of impact  

 On the pages that follow there is an analysis of the impact of CUF from previous years. In 

terms of this academic year, please note:  

o The details of the funding available are listed on page 1.  

o The strategy for using the funding this year is aligned with what we have done in 

previous years.  

o We will analyse the impact of the CUF 17/18 after our first set of assessments, 

taking place in Dec ’17.  
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Starting point Y7 2015-2016 (current Y8) 

 Students <L4 Students at L4 Students >L4 

Reading 10 91 59 

Mathematics 18 73 75 

*note, numbers reflect students who sat KS2 tests and eligible for funding 

 

Attainment at Sum 2 2015-2016 (current Y8 – representing 1 year in the academy) 

English 

Student # Average 

attainment 

Students making 

expected progress 

Students making more than 

expected progress 

KS2 below 

expected 
13 52% 100% 46% 

KS2 at or above 

expected 
155 67% 92% 62% 

*Number of students who took part in Sum2 Assessments 

Maths 

Student # Average 

attainment 

Students making 

expected progress 

Students making more than 

expected progress 

KS2 below 

expected 
19 55% 72% 61% 

KS2 at or above 

expected 
154 75% 94% 86% 

 

 

Starting point Y7 2016-2017 

 Students below 

expected standard 

Number of 

students* 

Students at or above 

expected standard** 

Number of 

students* 

Reading 30% 51 69% 118 

Mathematics 21% 36 78% 133 

*170 of the Y7 students at KAA took part in the KS2 SATs 

*The nationally expected standard is a Scaled Score of 100+ 

 

 Total students (with 

KS2 data) 

KAA Average Scaled 

Score 

National Average Scaled 

Score 

Reading 170 103 103 

Mathematics 170 104 103 
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Commentary 

 High numbers of students are eligible for CUF at KAA (twice as many as any other school in 

the local authority). 

 100% of students eligible for CUF (in English) made expected progress in English last year. 

72% of students made expected progress in maths.  

 5 students did not make expected progress last year in maths. Of these, 3 students were 

only 1% mark away from the required threshold. All of the students are receiving extra 

numeracy support this year and are in the smallest teaching groups possible, to maximise the 

support they receive. 

 Most important is that the students eligible for CUF are making more than expected 

progress, this is how they will ‘catch up’. 46% are in English, and 61% in maths.  

 Of those students who didn’t make more than expected progress in English, 3 of them were 

only 1% from their required threshold. 

 Of the 7 students who didn’t make more than expected progress in maths, 2 were within 5% 

of their required threshold. 

 

Breakdown of Expenditure 

Provision Cost Details 

Fresh Start 

Intervention 

£3500 Fresh Start (FS) is a catch-up literacy intervention for pupils at risk of falling 

behind their peers in early secondary schooling. It provides systematic and 

rigorous practice in phonics so that pupils are at an appropriate level to 

join the mainstream group after completion of the intervention. Pupils are 

assessed and then grouped according to their levels of reading ability. 

Teaching in these groups begins with recognition, practice and blending of 

sounds and graphemes, based on a set of module booklets. 

KAA students involved follow FS for 1 hour 25mins a week during morning 

reading time. 

 

An independent evaluation by the Education Endowment Fund (EEF) finds 

that Fresh Start shows ‘considerable promise’ as a catch-up intervention. 

Overall the EEF concluded that Fresh Start added 3 months additional 

progress to the students taking part in the programme. 

Morning 

Reading and 

Morning 

Numeracy 

£5492 is 

contributed 

towards the 

running of this 

from CUF 

(16% of the Y7 

cost) 

All students take part in morning reading (or morning numeracy) 5 days a 

week. Students are placed in groups depending on their Reading Age (or 

numeracy confidence) to ensure the teaching and the text is tailored to the 

students’ needs (30 different groups a day). All staff are training ‘teaching’ 

(not supervising) reading. 

Students taking part in morning Numeracy sessions have a total of1 hour 

25mins extra numeracy a week. The numeracy sessions are delivered by 

specialist maths staff and focus on developing students’ core numeracy 

skills. Times Table Rock Stars and Numeracy Ninjas are used as part of 

these sessions to build speed, familiarity and fluidity with multiplication and 

division. 

Heggarty 

Maths and 

MyMaths 

£2000 Online maths support software providing homework and other support. 

The software means students can access support materials at school 

(during homework club or at break times) and at home. 

After school 

‘academic and 

catch-up’ 

enrichments 

£3300 As part of the daily enrichment programme (3:30- 4:30, Monday – 

Thursday) some students are pre-selected to attend academic catch up 

sessions.  

 


