
 
 

 
25th July 2017 

Dear parents and carers, 

Oxford Residential 

I wanted to give you an update on the plans for the Oxford residential week in September. These plans 

are not yet finalised, and I will be doing a lot of work over the summer to get everything in place; more 

information will be given out at results day on August 17 (for year 13) or enrolment day (August 24 

for year 12), and the final confirmed plans in the week before we go. 

During the residential, we will be starting our A Level teaching, and we will also be taking advantage 

of some of the things that being in the heart of Oxford University brings; some lectures from 

professors, talks on UCAS and admissions, visits to the University museums and collections, and 

potentially use of some university labs (still to be confirmed), as well as the unforgettable experience 

of staying and learning in Oxford itself. This is a wonderful way to start the academic year, but it is not 

a holiday; it is an essential part of the teaching year, and one of the main aims is to minimise the 

amount of curriculum time we lose in this crucial year. We therefore expect every student to come. 

Dates 

AS results day: Thursday August 17th (at Burlington Danes primary school). 

Information evening: Friday September 1st 1830 (at Burlington Danes primary school). 

Depart for Oxford: Monday September 11th 0730. 

Return from Oxford: Friday September 15th 1600. 

Normal school resumes: Monday September 18th (Wood Lane temporary site). 

Practicalities 

Accommodation: we will be based at Hertford College and Queen’s College. Each College is providing 

us with two separate sites, so we will have separate male and female accommodation. We will be 

dividing according to KAA houses, which will be good for integrating the new year 12s into the Sixth 

Form, and will allow our student leaders to play a full role. Each site will have KAA staff supervision, 

with teachers on duty until 11pm each evening. 

Daily routine: we will be running the residential like a boarding school, which will allow our students 

the maximum amount of independence, while ensuring proper supervision. There will therefore be 

roll calls in the morning before breakfast (which we expect everyone to attend), after lessons and at 

curfew. Lessons will run from 9am to 5pm approximately, with a programme of evening activities led 

by our prefects and student helpers from the Colleges. All students will need to be back in their 

accommodation by 9pm for the evening roll call, in their rooms by 10pm, with lights out at 11pm. 

Teaching spaces: we will have teaching rooms in Hertford, Queen’s and Trinity Colleges, with some 

additional space in the Geography Department, and lab space in the university science area. The three 

Colleges are very close together, but the labs and the Geography Department are a little distance 

north of the centre; perhaps 10 or 15 minutes’ walk. 



Meals: all meals will be taken in either Queen’s or Hertford; students will eat in the College which 

provides their accommodation. The usual dietary requirements will be catered for, with provision for 

halal or vegetarian options as well. We are also aiming to have one ‘formal hall’ in each College; this 

is a full three course meal, with waiter service in the College’s dining hall. 

Discipline: naturally, running this week relies on perfect behaviour, and setting the right example to 

our new students. As always, I intend to treat our students as adults until they give me reason not to, 

and I know that I will not be disappointed. If there were to be any serious disciplinary problem, I will 

simply put the offending student on the next train home (at parents’ expense), and treat it as an 

exclusion. 

Cost: there is no charge for any of this, and all meals will be provided. Students will no doubt want 

some spending money, but I would advise against bringing too much. If there are any evening activities 

organised by the students, which charge admission, I can look at supporting those that need it from 

the bursary fund, although funds need to last the whole year, and are limited. 

Permission 

I will be asking you to sign a permission slip (or email) after results day, when we will have confirmed 

some more details, but my working assumption is that every student will be coming. If this is not the 

case, I would welcome a discussion about it, so I can try to answer any questions you may have, and 

encourage all of our students to take part. There is no need to reply at this stage, unless you have 

urgent questions; more details will be forthcoming in August, and you will have the chance to ask 

questions at the parents’ information evening on September 1st. 

In the meantime, I hope you all have an excellent, restful summer, and I look forward to welcoming 

our first ever cohort of year 13 students back in the autumn. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

Rob Pavey |  Vice Principal – Sixth Form 
Kensington Aldridge Academy 
1 Silchester Road  

London W10 5ND 
r.pavey@kaa.org.uk  
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