
 
 

 
5th March 2018 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

Arrangements for the March mocks 

As you are aware, next week, we have our main AS and A2 mock exams. These will run for the whole 

of the week commencing Monday 12th March, and will take place in the Dennis Potter theatre in 

Burlington Danes, with some overflow spaces in Burlington Danes primary school.  

For the duration of the mocks, students are required in school only when they have an exam, with the 

exception of art students, who are expected to do at least the equivalent of their 6 hours of lesson 

time in the art rooms. As this is a full set of exams, most students will have between 6 and 10 papers 

to sit, depending on their subjects. The library and other study spaces will be available as normal, but 

some students may prefer to revise from home. 

Some subjects will be running revision sessions during the week, which students are expected to 

attend if they don’t have an exam. These will naturally fall during normal lesson times, and 

departments will let their classes know if such sessions are planned. 

The overall timetable for the mocks is attached at the end of this letter. Students with clashes will sit 

the affected exams on the same day wherever possible; these resolutions will be shown on the 

individualised timetables that all students have been given this week. 

Once the mocks are marked, teachers will conduct subject tutorials and review lessons, so that 

students know exactly what they need to do over the Easter holiday. We aim to have the next report 

with you in the first week of April. 

Arrangements for the full AS and A2 exams in the summer term are being finalised at the moment, 
and we will communicate these in due course. If any parent has any questions regarding this, please 
don’t hesitate to email. 

Holiday interventions 

Many departments will be running revision sessions during the Easter holidays or summer half term. 

The dates for these will be available on KAA online, and departments will send letters home with the 

details on them. For most students, these will be optional, but for the students most at risk, we will 

make them compulsory. Experience shows us that there is a very close correlation between reliable 

attendance and success in the exams. 

Study leave – Year 12 students 

The AS exam period runs from Monday 14th May to Monday 4th June. Normal school resumes on 

Tuesday 5th June, with a Higher Education and UCAS day; all students are therefore expected in school 

from then until the end of term. We will be doing important work on UCAS applications and we will 

be starting to teach the A2 syllabus. 

Study leave begins on Monday 14th May, and we expect every student in every lesson up until the 

previous Friday. During the exam period, teachers will continue to run revision sessions until the last 

exam in their subject. These will be advertised by departments, and students are strongly encouraged 



to attend if they are not sitting an exam; as a rule of thumb, teachers will run sessions in the normal 

lesson slots on the timetable 

Some papers fall outside the main AS exam period (either before – e.g. language oral exams, or after 

for some written papers); in these cases, study leave is only granted for the session before the exam. 

This means for the morning of the exam if the paper is in the afternoon, or the previous afternoon, 

from lunchtime onwards, if the paper is in the morning. 

Study leave – Year 13 students 

Study leave for Year 13 starts at the start of the summer half term (Friday 25th May); the main exam 

period begins on Tuesday 5th June. As for Year 12, departments will be running revision sessions after 

half term, and attendance at these is strongly encouraged, as directed by departments. These sessions 

will continue until the last exam has been taken. 

Statements of entry 

Students have already had a statement of entry to check they have been entered for all the correct 

exams. After the mocks, they will get their individualised exam timetables, which they must again 

check carefully, and highlight any errors without delay. The full exam timetable is already up on the 

Sixth Form page of KAA Online for students to check. 

Post exam period 

Once study leave starts, Year 13 are of course not expected back in school except for revision sessions 

or exams (although they will always be most welcome). The prefects are organising a party for all our 

leavers, and more details about this will be shared in due course. We will be setting up a KAA alumni 

network via social media, and we will share details of this in June. 

Normal school resumes for Year 12 on Tuesday 5th June, which will be a UCAS day. There will be a 

series of presentations and workshops around the UCAS process and preparing the personal 

statement, including presentations from admissions departments at universities. This will remain a 

major focus for the rest of term. 

There is a risk that the second half of the summer term becomes unproductive because of the number 

of students going on open days, visits, work experience and so on. It is absolutely necessary to make 

a good start on A2 teaching before the end of the summer term; the teaching time available in the 

summer of year 12 represents something like 15% of the A2 course. We are therefore designating the 

month from 6th June to 6th July as a ‘teaching-priority’ period; we will only authorise two visits or 

open days during this period, and we expect every student to be in lessons every day apart from these.  

Even if a student is intending to drop their fourth AS subject in year 13, we still expect them to go to 

all lessons until the end of the summer term; plans can change on results day, and it is a bad idea to 

be starting year 13 with a month’s content to catch up. 

We do recognise, however, that there are many valuable things to do in June and July, including open 

days, work experience and university summer schools. We actively encourage all our students to take 

part in all of these. We are therefore facilitating this in the following ways: 

 University open days, summer schools etc. will be permitted for the rest of the summer, 

outside of the teaching-priority period. 

 We will authorise 2 days off for open days, summer schools etc at any point in the rest of June 

or July, provided obviously the days don’t affect remaining exams. 



 
 

 

 We will also designate the last week of term a work experience period from Monday 16th to 

Friday 20th July. We would encourage all students to apply for work experience, summer 

schools, or open days during these five days. A large number of students have already 

organised summer schools or work experience during their own holiday time. In recognition 

of this, we are giving them this time back, either as extra holiday or to do additional work 

experience, to compensate for the time they have given up. The school will be closed to the 

Sixth Form during these five days. 

 We are also working on another Oxford residential week for Year 12 between Monday 9th July 

and Friday 13th July, which we expect all students to attend. We will share more details of this 

as soon as we have them confirmed. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rob Pavey |  Vice Principal – Sixth Form 
Kensington Aldridge Academy 
1 Silchester Road  
London W10 5ND 

r.pavey@kaa.org.uk  
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