
 
 

 
 

23rd May 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Higher Education day – Tuesday 5th June 

Full school resumes on Tuesday 5th June, with a Higher Education day, and lessons begin again on 

Wednesday 6th. The Higher Education day will take place at Google’s UK headquarters at 6 Pancras 

Square (nearest tube is King’s Cross). Students need to make their own way there, and must be there 

by 8.30 on Tuesday 5th, in normal school uniform. This is an important day, when we will cover 

essential information about the application process for university, and we need every student there, 

whether they currently plan on going to university or not. This includes students who are planning on 

re-doing Year 12, those who do not think they will go to university and those who still have some 

exams to sit. For most students, the day will finish at lunchtime, but there are some extra sessions in 

the afternoon for medical applicants. The plan for the day is at the end of this letter. Please note that 

all students must have their laptops for this day. 

Ironically, Google also require every student visiting to bring the attached waiver on paper. Translated 

into normal English, the form says that students will behave sensibly and well, not indulge in industrial 

espionage and try not to fall off any balconies. Parents need to sign twice, and the students once. I 

would very much appreciate it if students could bring this signed sheet with them on the day. 

Attendance and punctuality 

I would like to take the start of A-Level teaching as an opportunity to remind students and parents 

that we require every student to come to every lesson on time. The school day starts at 8.40, and 

every student needs to be in school by this time, even if they have a free period. In exchange for a 

clean start to the day, we let students go out for lunch, and go home if they do not have afternoon 

lessons. Within school, students must attend every lesson, on time. The single biggest barrier to our 

students achieving or beating their targets is attendance and punctuality; even during this exam 

period, we have had students arriving 20 minutes or more late for their exams. Please also note that 

medical appointments should be made, wherever possible, outside of school hours. 

Interview practice 

On Wednesday 6th June, we have a group of volunteers from business coming in to do interview 

practice with the whole of Year 12. Each student will get a 20 minute interview slot during the day, 

and they will get detailed feedback on their performance from the interviewers. The schedule will be 

shared with students by Miss Julings, our careers adviser. 

Study leave 

There are some exams after this date. I would remind students and parents that normal study leave 

rules apply to these exams; study leave is granted only for the session before the exam. This means 

the previous afternoon for a morning exam, or the morning for an afternoon exam. Students are 

expected in all other lessons.  



A-Level teaching 

Teaching for A Level content starts on Wednesday 6th. It is important that we get a good start on this 

material, and we cannot waste the 5 full weeks of teaching (which represents something like 15% of 

the teaching time before A-Level exams) between then and the end of the school year.  

Some students have asked about dropping their fourth subject at this stage. Students must go to all 

lessons in all subjects in which they have taken the exam. There can be surprises on results day, and 

therefore nobody will drop a subject before we have seen the AS results. 

June 14th 

You will be aware that June 14th is the anniversary of the Grenfell Tower fire. We will be holding a 

memorial here in school, similar to the one we did on the six-month anniversary. We are aware that 

this may be a very emotional day for some of our students and staff, and there will be support available 

in school for those that need it. I won’t say any more here, as there will be a separate letter coming 

to all parents about it closer to the day, although I will be very happy to answer any questions you 

may have, if I possibly can. 

University open days 

Many students will want to go on university open days; we encourage this, but need to be mindful of 

disruption to lessons. We will therefore agree to 2 days’ absence from school for open days, which 

can be agreed and recorded by form tutors. 

Oxford residential 

As you know, we were planning a further residential week in Oxford in July. Unfortunately, it has 

proved impossible to get all our students into the same College (or even a few Colleges), as the 

facilities are already very heavily booked for conferences. We are therefore not able to run a second 

Oxford residential this year, and we will remain in lessons until Friday 13th July. 

Sports day 

School sports day is on Thursday 12th July, and we expect to see all our Sixth Form students there to 

help out, set the example and to compete in some of the events. 

Work experience 

The week beginning Monday 16th July is our work experience week, and the school is closed for normal 

lessons (although students are of course welcome to use the facilities). This is a space we make 

available for work experience, although if students have used their own time during holidays, we give 

them this time back. If students have not yet organised anything, they must make an appointment 

with Miss Julings, our careers advisor, as soon as possible.  

End of term 

The last day of term for the Sixth Form is Friday 13th July; the final week of full term is set aside for 

work experience, as explained above. Students are of course welcome to the end of year assembly, or 

to use school facilities during that week, but attendance is not compulsory. The prefect team are likely 

to have roles in the end of year assembly, if they are not on a work experience placement at that point. 

  



 
 

 
AS level results day 

Results come out on Thursday 16th August, and more details about the day will come in an email closer 

to the date. Most students will come and collect their results in person, which is recommended in case 

we need to have a discussion about re-taking subjects. It is also possible to get someone else to pick 

up the results (we need the name in advance, and they will need to bring photo ID), or to receive 

results by email to the school email address. Results will be delivered at KAA1 from 10am; we ask Year 

12 students not to come before this, as we will be dealing with Year 13 first.  

We will be requiring students to re-enrol; this is to allow us to confirm the timetable, and is not in any 

way an extra hurdle. It is necessary, however, and any student that omits this stage may find they do 

not have a timetable at the start of term. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

Rob Pavey |  Vice Principal – Sixth Form 
Kensington Aldridge Academy 
1 Silchester Road  
London W10 5ND 

r.pavey@kaa.org.uk  
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Higher Education day – Tuesday 5th June – Google UK, 6 Pancras Square 

Time Event Staff Notes 

0830 Meet RPY, PPL, SBI, 

MJS 

 

0900 Cold Hard Cash RPY Student finance and value for 

money 

0920 What’s on a UCAS form RPY Create account 

0940 You can UCAS Kally Tomkins  RHUL schools liaison team 

1035 Break   

1100 Old Grumpy’s Guide to 

Personal Statements 

RPY How to write a personal 

statement 

1130 Admissions to highly 

selective universities / 

award of KAA Oxford 

essay prize 

Prof Bill 

Swadling 

Brasenose College, Oxford 

1200 Life at uni Brasenose 

College 

undergraduates 

End at 1230 

1300 Lunch  Students go home 

1345 Overview of medicine 

application process 

RPY  Medical applicants only 

1400 Alternatives to medicine 

- nursing 

External  

1445 UKCAT and BMAT IDN  

1515 Alternatives to medicine 

- pharmacy 

External  

 


