
 
 

 
Dear parents, 

Exam venue and re-orientation visits to KAA1 

As you have probably heard from your son or daughter, we have had some very good news at last on 

our permanent building. Barring unforeseen events, we will certainly be back there in September, and 

we are also able to use the building to run our exams. This is by far the best solution available to us, 

and will provide the best environment for our students to succeed.  

Having said this, we are very aware that some students will find this return difficult, and as staff we 

know from first-hand experience that the first visit in particular can be emotional. Therefore, any 

student who really cannot face doing their exams in KAA1 will not have to. We have alternative 

arrangements in place to allow students to sit all their papers in Burlington Danes, either with the 

main cohort of BDA students (not likely to be the preferred option) or in a separate room in the 

primary school. We are also very aware that emotions can be volatile, especially with the added stress 

of exams on top. If any student gets to KAA1 and decides at the last minute that they cannot in fact 

face the exam in that venue, we also have a plan in place to enable them to be walked under 

supervision back to BDA primary, where we have a stand-by rota of invigilators. I think this is unlikely 

to be necessary, but we want all our students to know that we will do everything that is humanly 

possible to make them comfortable while taking their exams. 

It would be wrong to expect our students to walk back into KAA1 for the first time just before an exam. 

We are therefore running four re-orientation visits in the next couple of weeks to allow them to re-

familiarise themselves with the building, and to allow them some time to digest what they feel about 

it. All students have been emailed a link to sign up for as many of these visits as they like. 

Finally, we will of course also be applying to exam boards for special consideration for all our students 

given the circumstances. We have found the exam boards to be very humane and fair in all our 

dealings with them over the last year, and I have no doubt about this continuing. I should sound a note 

of warning and realism about this, however; the consideration we are likely to get will be of marginal 

benefit (and worth having), but won’t be more than a few percentage points. For students who are 

worst affected, we will also be writing directly to universities if they are in Year 13, and submitting 

extra consideration to exam boards if appropriate. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Rob Pavey |  Vice Principal – Sixth Form 
Kensington Aldridge Academy 
1 Silchester Road  
London W10 5ND 

r.pavey@kaa.org.uk  
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