
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

6th June 2018 

 

Re: Potential Re-Occupation of KAA1 

 

Dear Year 10 Parents & Carers, 

 

I hope by now you are all well aware that Governors are actively considering returning to our original 

building this summer, so we can start the next academic year in our real home. I have written about this 

multiple times now and am holding a series of consultation meetings, the next of which is on Tuesday 26 th 

June, 6.30 p.m. at KAA1. Please do come to that if you have questions or concerns about these plans , or 

equally if you want to express support for the move home. Also please feel free to call me at any point on 

0207 313 5800 and explain you would like to speak to me about the proposed move home – reception will 

put you through.  

 

For our Year 10 students next year is, of course, critical to their education, as it is when they take their 

GCSEs. Whilst the temporary Portkabins have been good this year, we feel students will benefit from the 

exceptional facilities at KAA1 if we go back. We also feel that, psychologically, being back in the school 

they know so well is important.   

 

However no one is pretending that moving back is going to be easy or straightforward. In fact, the 

opposite is true – the first time students revisit the building it may well be an emotional experience. But 

whilst I don’t think that it will be easy, I do think that the school has the capacity to support students with 

this and will look after the personal and educational welfare, just as we have always tried to do.  

 

What will make going home easier is doing it very gradually and very carefully. To that end, students are 

being given the opportunity to visit KAA1 in small groups or in their forms to help re-orientate 

themselves. Members of our therapy team will accompany students on these visits, and they will be led by 

Mr. Kavanagh, Mr. Kirby and the Year 10 Form Tutors (all teachers our Year 10 students know very 

well). Parents are welcome to attend the morning visits too. The full schedule is overleaf.  

 

Subject to these visits going well, Year 10 students will be given the option to take their End of Year 

Exams in the Sports Hall at KAA1, from Monday 2nd July to Friday 6th July. When we were making 

arrangements for our AS and A Level Exams earlier this year, parent and student feedback was 

overwhelmingly that they wanted to do exams in the Sports Hall at KAA1 (it’s a big, purpose built space, 

familiar to them etc). Accordingly, we set up re-orientation visits for all sixth formers, and for several 

weeks now they have been taking their exams in KAA1, and this process is going very well. So – we have 

a model for the work we want to now do with Year 10.  

 

The final point to note on this is that, of course, if any Year 10 student decides they would rather do their 

exams here at KAA2 this year, as they do not feel fully ready to go back, then we will arrange this. 

Students must not feel any pressure to do exams in a place they are uncomfortable – that would be totally 

counterproductive for students and the school. All we ask is that students make this decision in advance, 

and we will support them to do so.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Y10 Reorientation Visits  

 Please note we will run this process for Years 7, 8 and 9 in due course as well  

Optional Morning Visits – Students need to book in for these via KAA Online – parents can attend too; all 

students have been sent an email to their KAA account explaining how to book onto these: 

 

Date Time 

Monday 18th June  8am – 8.20am 

Tuesday 19th June 8am – 8.20am 

Wednesday 20th June  8am – 8.20am 

Thursday 21st June 8am – 8.20am 

Friday 22nd June 8am – 8.20am 

Monday 2nd July 4.30pm – 5pm 

 

Form Tutor Re-orientation visits (no need to book, we will automatically assume all students are attending 

unless they say otherwise): 

Date Time Tutor Group  

Monday 18th June 10.30am – 11.20am 10 Kidston 

Tuesday 19th June 10.30am – 11.20am 10 Jobs 

Wednesday 20th June 10.30am – 11.20am 10 Simmons 

Thursday 21st June  10.30am – 11.20am 10 Oliver 

Friday 22nd June 10.30am – 11.20am 10 Balon 

Monday 25th June 10.30am – 11.20am 10 Berners-Lee 

Tuesday 26th June 10.30am – 11.20am 10 Dyson 

Wednesday 27th June 10.30am – 11.20am 10 Winfrey 

 

Two final points:  

 

1) I have talked about the emotional side of this decision above, but there are practical questions about 

student and staff safety. An example would be around air quality or noise during deconstruction. For me 

these are easier to navigate: if Governors can’t be reassured that students are safe then they will not 

approve a return and we will remain in KAA2 next year. Governors are currently working with various 

authorities to ensure all necessary risk analyses and guarantees are in place, and will remain in place 

throughout the future deconstruction (though this is unlikely to begin until Spring 2019 earliest).  

 

2) I will be at Y10 Parents Evening tomorrow night and will have a stall in the playground to an swer any 

questions on all of the above. I will be there with Mr. Dumigan, Ms. Parker , Mr. Bernard and other staff 

who are most involved in supporting students post-Grenfell. Please feel free to ask us anything, but 

equally please focus the conversations you have with your child’s teachers on their academic progress this 

year and not these issues around re-occupation. It would be a big disservice to students if we can’t use the 

precious opportunity of a parents evening to talk about their studies. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all tomorrow,  

 

Best wishes,  

 David Benson 

Principal 


