
 

 

Re: Possible return to KAA1  

 

Thursday 21st June  

 

Address Block 

 

Dear Parent Salutation, 

 

We hope by now you are up-to-date with our ongoing consultation about whether the school should return to 

our original building in September. All our previous letters about this can be found at kaa.org.uk/students-

parents/letters-to-parents. You can also read minutes from consultation meetings with parents we have held 

here: kaa.org.uk/students-parents/KAA1-FAQs. Our next meeting is at KAA1 at 6.30pm on Tuesday 26th 

June and I’d be grateful if as many parents could attend as possible.  

 

The key points about the ongoing consultation are: 

 

1) No decision has been taken yet, and it is not a decision for KAA staff or me personally to take. It is a 

decision for the Governing Body and they are scheduled to do this on the 3rd July. Parent and student 

views will of course be fully considered by them. Based on concerns raised in consultation meetings 

and advice from lawyers and government officials, Governors have assembled a list of key evidence 

and documentation they need to review before any decision is made. This list is attached to this letter 

for parents’ reference.  

 

2) Safety of students and staff is paramount. If Governors feel there are safety risks from the tower they 

will not decide to return. Up to date risk assessments are being prepared for the 3rd July and will all be 

uploaded here for parents to view: kaa.org.uk/students-parents/KAA1-FAQs.  

 

3) We understand why students might feel apprehensive about returning to school. Going back into our 

building after such a long time can be emotional, as can being close to the tower. However, we are 

confident we can support students with their emotions and look after them, just as we have done since 

Grenfell. This includes changing the way we use the building so it’s possible to be at KAA all day and 

not have to see the tower, if that is a student’s preference. If we were not confident we could protect 

students’ emotional wellbeing, then we would not be recommending moving back. Details of all 

therapy and counselling we have at school can be seen here: https://kaa.org.uk/students-

parents/pastoral-care/counselling/ 

 

4) We would all prefer to wait until the tower is deconstructed before we return, however this option is 

going to be difficult. Not only do we not have a firm date for when deconstruction could commence, 

but there has not yet been a decision at all as to whether or not it will be deconstructed. Whilst we can 

presume that it will be deconstructed in due course, we can also presume that our community will have 

to live with the tower in its wrapped state for several years yet. Keeping the students in temporary 

accommodation for that amount of time will have its own stresses and pressures and we believe we 

can provide a better education to our students in our original building. We also think that, for students, 
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staff, parents and the wider community, KAA being back in its building will help us feel like things 

are beginning to get back to normal.  

 

Next week we will be writing to all parents and students to poll people’s opinions on this issue. We will share 

the results of this poll with Governors to support their eventual decision, and they will in turn share it with 

you all when they write to parents outlining their decision on the 10th July.   

 

Three other points to note:  

 

 We want to give STUDENT NAME a chance to visit KAA and look around, supported by HIS / HER 

friends, teachers and members of our therapy and counselling team. This visit is entirely optional and 

STUDENT NAME can of course opt out. We have already completed these “re-orientation” visits with 

all sixth form students and the majority of Year 10 and they have been well received. Currently 

STUDENT NAME is scheduled to do this along with his form group on DATE. If for any reason you 

don’t want HIM / HER to attend this visit then please call 0207 313 5800 ext 2 or email 

v.turner@kaa.org.uk. Equally, STUDENT NAME can just mention this to HIS / HER Form Tutor and 

HE / SHE can remain at KAA2 during the visit. 

 

 Either instead of or as well as this visit, STUDENT NAME can visit KAA with friends not in HIS / 

HER form or with yourself as parents if they book into one of our morning visits. These are in small 

groups and are at 8am every weekday between now and the end of term. We started these visits this 

week, prioritising those students who were worst affected by the fire, and the feedback is people are 

finding them really helpful in developing their thinking. To register for these please log onto KAA 

Online with your child and complete the form at: https://sites.google.com/a/kaa.org.uk/kaa-student-

portal/reorientation. You will need to be signed into your child’s KAA google account to access this 

registration form. Alternatively, if you have any problems at all logging on, please call Miss Turner on 

0207 313 5800 ext 2 and she will be able to book you and your child onto a visit. 

 

 At our next consultation meeting on Tuesday 26th June at 6.30pm we have Matt Hogan of the Grenfell 

Site Management Project Team, David Bailey from the Grenfell CAMHS Response Team and Deborah 

Turbitt from Public Health England, as well as members of the Governing Body and our local ward 

councillors. We hope to see many of you there.   

 

With best wishes,  

 
David Benson 

Principal 
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Evidence which the KAA Governors will review at their meeting on 3rd July 2018 

 
Please note that the full Governors pack may include more information than this, however this list is a minimum of what will be included. It’s 

possible that alternatives may be presented at the meeting if what is listed here is not available in the form described. Wherever possible papers 

will be published for parents themselves to review at kaa.org.uk/students-parents/KAA1-FAQs. 

 

a. A range of reports from different, independent fire consultants confirming the safety of the KAA 

building. Governors have requested confirmation that all fire breaks have been checked and the cladding 

has been analysed and is safe. An independent report on the topic is already available at 

kaa.org.uk/students-parents/KAA1-FAQs. Governors have also requested detailed information about the 

school’s procedures for fire and emergency drills, and for these procedures to be independently reviewed.  

 

b. A range of reports and structural surveys from those responsible for the wrapping and scaffolding 

Grenfell tower demonstrating that it is stable and it is safe for the school to operate next to the tower in 

its current form. These reports must include details of the air quality in the immediate area around the 

tower and how it is being monitored on an ongoing basis and how this information will be shared with 

the school.  

 

c. A firm commitment from both the Grenfell Site Team and Local and Central Government (at ministerial 

level) that if and when the tower is deconstructed it will be done as promised – i.e. carefully, sensitively, 

and in a way that causes minimum disruption and no safety or health risks to both the school and local 

residents.  

 

d. A survey of students, parents and staff that shows the feelings of the school community over where they 

want the school located next year. This survey will consider carefully the needs of our students most 

directly affected by Grenfell.  

 

e. Evidence that the school, supported by the Department of Education, has a suitable “Plan B” if issues to 

occur once the school is back. Whilst Governors will only approve a return if they are positive it is safe 

and confident it is the right thing for students, they also think the school must have a safety net. This is 

most likely to be moving back to the temporary accommodation on Scrubs Lane, which will need to 

remain available for a period of time.  

 

f. A full risk assessment covering the possible risks in terms of mental health and wellbeing on the students 

and staff of both scenarios – returning to our original building or remaining in the Portakabins. An 

associated action plan that details how the school will protect students against these risks, either way. All 

of this to be independently reviewed by NHS Child and Mental Health Services.  

 

g. A full evaluation of the educational risks / benefits of both returning to our original building or remaining 

in Portkabins. This needs to factor in the possible impact on exam results, standards of behaviour and 

student safety, again in both scenarios.  

 

h. A communication strategy, produced by an independent specialist, that explains how Governors and the 

school will communicate with parents over this decision and how parents can raise concerns.  

 

i. An independent commentary on all of this evidence produced by the academy lawyers, which proves the 

competence of all professionals involved in compiling reports.  


