
Year 13 Coursework Recommended Reading 

 

You must research and read a minimum of 2 of the below recommendations (as well as any 

you may have read on your own). 

 

The Coursework Preparation work will guide you through each novel you choose to explore, 

so you have enough to prepare for your coursework interview in September, where you will 

present your possible question and a basic outline for your essay.  

 

Atonement by Ian McEwan (2001) 

Set in the 1930s over one Summer and the awful ramifications of one child’s actions and her attempt 

to atone for it during her lifetime.  

 

The Colour Purple by Alice Walker (1982) 

Set in the deep American South during a time of racial inequality, one girl reflects upon her childhood, 

relationships and identity across a lifetime.  

 

Black Swan Green by David Mitchell (2006) 

Black Swan Green is a coming-of-age story set in Worcestershire, England beginning in January 1982. It follows 

Jason from being 13 years old, month by month of a life changing year.  

 

Spies by Michael Frayn (2002) 

Narrating in the form of a bildungsroman,
 
an elderly man, Stephen Wheatley, reminisces about his life during the 

Second World War as he wanders down the now modernised London cul-de-sac that he once called home. 

 

The God of All Small Things (1997) by Arundhati Roy 

A story about the childhood experiences of fraternal twins whose lives are destroyed by the "Love Laws" that lay 

down "who should be loved, and how. And how much." The book explores how the small things affect people's 

behavior and their lives 

  

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (1861) 

The famous coming of age tale written from the perspective of Pip. It follows him from a child to an adulthood 

and the changing relationships, class and perspectives that happen over time.  

 

Mill on the Floss by George Eliot (1860) 

Following siblings Tom and Maggie over 15 years of their lives, this novel explores family and romantic 

relationships through times of poverty, hardship and emotional turbulence.  

  

A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry (2006) 

Set in mid-1970s India, A Fine Balance is a subtle and compelling narrative about four unlikely characters who 

come together in circumstances no one could have foreseen soon after the government declares a 'State of Internal 

Emergency'. 

 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini (2008) 

Following the intertwining lives of two women, both joined by a forced marriage to the same man in 

Afghanistan under the tyranny of the Taliban.  

 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (2011) 

The story from childhood to adulthood of two boys growing up in Kabul and experiencing the horror of the 

Taliban and living in a war torn country.  

 

 

Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh (1945) 
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After befriending the catholic aristocrat Sebastian Flyte, the main character Charles Ryder becomes entangled 

in the lives of the entire family and all their tragic drama. Set from the 1920s until the end of the Second World 

War.  

 

I’m the King of the Castle by Susan Hill (1970) 

An exploration of the relationships between class and identity as two boys spend a summer together with 

sinister implications for their futures.  

 

Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1934) 

Following the lives of several rich and glamorous couples, this novel explores passion, jealousy and 

obsession.It is a dark and bleak exploration of the psychoses of several of the main characters and how the 

past can affect their lives. 

 

The Line of Beauty by Alan Hollinghurst (2005) 

Nick Guest befriends a political family, the Feddens, in the Summer of 1983. He quickly becomes entangled in 

their lives, and becomes obsessed with ideas around art, beauty and passion. A gritty look at privilege and 

homosexuality in 1980s Notting Hill.  

 

What Maisie Knew by Henry James (1897) 

Written from the perspective of a witty omniscient narrator, this is a tale of a child slowly learning to not depend 

on her selfish and amoral parents as she is passed around during a messy divorce and witnesses their ruinous 

love affairs.  

 

Howards End by E.M Forster (1910) 

The story revolves around three families in England at the beginning of the 20th century: the Wilcoxes, rich 

capitalists with a fortune made in the Colonies; the half-German Schlegel siblings; and the Basts, an impoverished 

young couple from a lower class background. When these families of different classes collide, tragedy ensues.  

 

The Shooting Party Isobel Colegate (1980) 

Set in 1913, a group of aristocrats gather socially for a shooting party. Affairs and gossip combine with the 

historical issues of the time and impending war, only to end in a tragic climax by the end of the novel.  

 

Mothering Sunday by Graham Swift (2017) 

Jane Fairchild is 22 and works as a maid for the Niven family at their home, Beechwood, in Berkshire. The 

story takes place on one day, 30 March 1924 – Mothering Sunday – when staff are free to visit their parents. 

But Jane has no parents: she was abandoned on the steps of an orphanage at birth in 1901 and “What was a 

maid to do with her time, released for the day on Mothering Sunday, when she had no home to go to?” 

 

Troubles by J.G Farrell ( 1970) 

Major Brendan Archer travels to Ireland - to the Majestic Hotel and to the fiancée he acquired on a rash 

afternoon's leave three years ago. Despite her many letters, the lady herself proves elusive, and the Major's 

engagement is short-lived. But he is unable to detach himself from the alluring discomforts of the crumbling 

hotel. Ensconced in the dim and shabby splendour of the Palm Court, surrounded by gently decaying old 

ladies and proliferating cats, the Major passes the summer. So hypnotic are the faded charms of the Majestic, 

the Major is almost unaware of the gathering storm. But this is Ireland in 1919 - and the struggle for 

independence is about to explode with brutal force. 

 

 

 

Good Behaviour by Molly Keane (2005) 

I do know how to behave - believe me, because I know. I have always known...' 

Behind the gates of Temple Alice the aristocratic Anglo-Irish St Charles family sinks into a state of decaying grace. 

To Aroon St Charles, large and unlovely daughter of the house, the fierce forces of sex, money, jealousy and love 
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seem locked out by the ritual patterns of good behaviour. But crumbling codes of conduct cannot hope to save the 

members of the St Charles family from their own unruly and inadmissible desires. 

 

 

The Death of the the Heart by Elizabeth Bowen (1998) 

When sixteen-year-old Portia is orphaned she is plunged into the sophisticated and politely treacherous world of her 

wealthy half-brother's home. There she encounters the attractive cad Eddie. To him, Portia is at once child and 

woman, and he fears her gushing love. To her, Eddie is the only reason to be alive. But when Eddie follows Portia 

to a sea-side resort, the flash of a cigarette lighter in a darkened cinema illuminates a stunning romantic betrayal - 

and sets in motion one of the most moving and desperate flights of the heart in modern literature. 

 

The Last September by Elizabeth Bowen (1998) 

The Irish troubles rage, but up at the 'Big House', tennis parties, dances and flirtations with the English officers 

continue, undisturbed by the ambushes, arrests and burning country beyond the gates. Faint vibrations of discord 

reach the young girl Lois, who is straining for her own freedom, and she will witness the troubles surge closer and 

reach their irrevocable, inevitable climax. 

 

The Member of the Wedding by Carson McCullers (2001) 

With delicacy of perception and memory, humour and pathos, Carson McCullers spreads before us the three 

phases of a weekend crisis in the life of a motherless twelve-year-old girl. Within the span of a few hours, the 

irresistible, hoydenish Frankie passionately plays out her fantasies at her elder brother's wedding. Through a 

perilous skylight we look into the mind of a child torn between her yearning to belong and the urge to run away. 

 

 

A Handful of Dust by Evelyn Waugh (2000) 

After seven years of marriage, the beautiful Lady Brenda Last is bored with life at Hetton Abbey, the Gothic 

mansion that is the pride and joy of her husband, Tony. She drifts into an affair with the shallow socialite John 

Beaver and forsakes Tony for the Belgravia set. Brilliantly combining tragedy, comedy and savage irony, A Handful 

of Dust captures the irresponsible mood of the 'crazy and sterile generation' between the wars. This breakdown of 

the Last marriage is a painful, comic re-working of Waugh's own divorce, and a symbol of the disintegration of 

society. 

 

 

 

 


