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English Language – Reading Fiction 

TASK: 

Fill in the blanks with the correct definitions.  

 

TASK: 

1. Label the example with the correct definition (simile/metaphor/personification): 

2. Label any verbs/adjectives/adverbs in each sentence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simile  The sun shone in the sky 

like a lamp 

Metaphor  The sun was a lamp. 

Personification  The trees danced in the 

wind. 

Alliteration  The sizzling sausages in the 

saucepan. 

Onomatopoeia  

 

‘crash’ ‘bang’ ‘rip’ ‘swirl’. 

Sibilance  The sea swirled across the 

sand. 

Plosives  The ball bounced 

powerfully behind the 

bench. 

Pathetic Fallacy  The wind howled among 

the trees and the heavy 

clouds hung overhead. 

Adjectives   

 

 

a tidy room, an exciting 

adventure, a green apple 

Verbs   - an action – jump, stop, 

explore 

- an event – snow, happen 

- a situation – be, seem, 

have 

- a change – evolve, shrink, 

widen 

Adverbs  Gleefully, slowly, quickly, 

suddenly 

1. The lights blinked in the distance. 
 
2. The car engine coughed and groaned as it was turned on in the winter months. Pristine white 

snow had wrapped a white blanket over the city.  
 
3. The darkening sky ushered in a forbidding, sombre mood that set the scene for the grim news 

lying in wait for us.  
 
4. The hyperactive children were like bundles of concentrated energy exploding with delight. 
 
5. Nothing is more deadly than a deserted, waiting street.  
 
6. The multitude of buzzing creatures created a cacophony of calls that assaulted their ears.  
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Read the following extract from the opening Susan Hill’s The Woman in Black. In this extract, the writer describes a 

previous memory of a foggy day in London. They are about to go on a journey. 

1.  “It was a Monday afternoon in November and already growing dark, not because of the lateness of the 

hour - it was barely three o’clock - but because of the fog, the thickest of London pea-soupers*, which had 

hemmed us in on all sides since dawn – if, indeed, there had been a dawn, for the fog had scarcely allowed 

any daylight to penetrate the foul gloom of the atmosphere.  

 

Fog was outdoors, hanging over the river, creeping in and out of alleyways and passages, swirling thickly 

between the bare trees of all the parks and gardens of the city, and indoors, too, seething through cracks 

and crannies like sour breath, gaining a sly entrance at every opening of a door. It was a yellow fog, a filthy, 

evil-smelling fog, a fog that choked and blinded, smeared and stained. Groping their way blindly across 

roads, men and women took their lives in their hands, stumbling along the pavements, they clutched at 

railings and at one another, for guidance.  

 

Sounds were deadened, shapes blurred. It was a fog that had come three days before, and did not seem 

inclined to go away and it had, I suppose, the quality of all such fogs – it was menacing and sinister, 

disguising the familiar world and confusing the people in it, as they were confused by having their eyes 

covered and being turned about, in a game of Blind Man’s Buff.” 

 

Pea-souper = a thick yellow/green fog that looks like pea soup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. It was, in all, miserable weather and lowering to the spirits in the dreariest month of the year. 

 

It would be easy to look back and to believe that all day I had had a sense of foreboding* about my journey 

to come, that same sixth sense, some telepathic intuition that may lie dormant and submerged in most 

men, had stirred and become alert within me. But I was, in those days of my youth, a sturdy, 

commonsensical fellow, and I felt no uneasiness or apprehension whatsoever. Any depression of my usual 

blithe* spirits was solely on account of the fog, and of November, and that same dreariness was shared by 

every citizen of London. 

 

So far as I can faithfully recall, however, I felt nothing other than curiosity, a professional interest in what 

scant account of business Mr Bentley put before me, coupled with a mild sense of adventure, for I had 

never before visited that remote part of England to which we were now travelling – and a certain relief at 

the prospect of getting away from the unhealthy atmosphere of fog and dankness. Moreover, I was barely 

twenty-three years old, and retained a schoolboy’s passion for everything to do with railway stations and 

journeys on steam locomotives. 

 

Foreboding = something threatening  

Blithe= carefree 
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3. But what is perhaps remarkable is how well I can remember is how well I can remember the minutest 

detail of that day; for all that nothing untoward had yet happened, and my nerves were steady. If I close my 

eyes, I am sitting in the cab, crawling through the fog on my way to King’s Cross Station, I can smell the 

cold, damp leather of the upholstery and the indescribable stench of the fog seeping in around the window, 

I can feel the sensation in my ears, as though they had been stuffed with cotton. 

 

Pools of sulphurous yellow light, as from the random corners of some circle of the Inferno, flared from 

shops and the upper windows of houses, and from the basements they rose like flares from the pit below, 

and there were red-hot pools of light from the chestnut-sellers on street corners; here, a great, boiling 

cauldron of tar for the road-menders spurted and smoked an evil red smoke, there, a lantern held high by 

the lamplighter bobbed and flickered. 

 

TASK 1 – LOOK UP ANY WORDS YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND. Annotate them with 

their correct meaning by the side.  

 

TASK: 

Summarise each section in 3 sentences. 

Section one is about _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section 2 is about _________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section 3 is about_________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

TASK: 

Look at the first 5 lines of the text.  

List 5 about the fog that you learn from this part of the text. 

All of your sentences should begin with ‘The fog,,,’. You can use your own words but should use facts 

from the text. You can also use quotations.  

 

1. The fog___________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The fog___________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The fog___________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The fog___________________________________________________________________ 
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TASK: 

How does Susan Hill use language to describe the fog? 

Now, consider how the writer has used language to describe the fog. Complete the questions below to 

help you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identifying differences: 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 

It was a Monday afternoon in November 

and already growing dark, not because of 

the lateness of the hour---it was barely 

three o’clock--- but because of the fog, 

the thickest of London peasoupers, 

which had hemmed us in on all sides 

since dawn—if, indeed, there had been a 

dawn, for the fog had scarcely allowed any 

daylight to penetrate the foul gloom of 

the atmosphere.  

 

Fog was outdoors, hanging over the 

river, creeping in and out of alleyways 

and passages, swirling thickly between 

the bare trees of all the parks and gardens 

of the city, and indoors too, seething 

through cracks and crannies like sour 

breath, gaining a sly entrance at every 

door.  

 

It was a yellow fog, a filthy, evil-smelling 

fog, a fog that choked and blinded, 

smeared and stained. Fumbling their way 

blindly across roads, men and women 

took their lives in their hands, stumbling 

along the pavements, they clutched at 

railings and at one another, for guidance.  

 

 

Glossary: 

Peasoupers – Very thick fog and often 

yellowish, greenish, or blackish. 

Hemmed – surrounded 

Look at the underlined words here to describe the fog. What do 

these words suggest about the fog?   (Use the glossary) 

The noun ‘peasoupers’ suggests that the fog is…. 

 

The adjective ‘thickest’ suggests that… 

 

What do they make the reader think/imagine? Why? 

 

Now, look at all the verbs (doing words) that are 

underlined in the next paragraph.  How is Susan Hill 

making the fog sound? What technique? Why do you 

think she is doing this? 

 

 

What do the verbs ‘creeping’ and ‘seething’ emphasise? 

 

 

Look at the red simile. Why do you think she has 

compared it to a sour breath? What does this image 

make you think or feel? Why? 

 

 

Now look at the underlines words in the third 

paragraph. How is the fog affecting people? 

 

 

What impression do you get of the fog here? How does 

it make you think or feel? Why? 

 

 

Challenge: Why has Susan Hill described the fog in this 

way at the beginning of the story? What do you think she 

is trying to do / suggest? 



6 
 

Question 2 – How does the writer use language here to describe the fog?      [8 marks] 

 

 Look only at the chosen lines and select your 3-4 best quotes: 

  What is the writer doing here? Has a technique been used?  

 Give your overall impression 

 Turn your 3-4 ideas into 3-4 main paragraphs: Point – Evidence – Analyse 

 Analyse your quote in detail 

 Try to say more than one thing about each key word 

 Refer back to the question in each paragraph 

 Think about the effects on the reader 

Now, write up 3 PEA paragraphs. Use the sentence starters below to help you. 

You may wish to use the following sentence starters for your main paragraphs: 

 

The writer uses……………. Make the fog sound………… 

This suggests… 

The word ‘….’ highlights/emphasises/suggests/exaggerates… 

This could also suggest… 

Furthermore, the line ‘……………….’ highlights… 

This makes the reader think/feel/imagine/ question…. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

The next question asks you to think about the structure of a text. This means the way the 

text is ordered and how it is set out on the page. Here are some common structural features: 
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TASK:  How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

Let’s go through each section and answer the following questions to consider the effects of the way the 

writer has structured the text. Answer in full sentences. 

Section 1: 

1. Why do you think with the writer begins with a detailed description of the fog? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What atmosphere does this create right at the start of the extract? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does this make the reader think/feel/imagine/question? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Section 2: 

4. Why do you think a character is introduced at this point? What impression do we get of him? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How is the character feeling? How did he feel before starting the journey? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Does this add to the tension? Why/why not?  What does the reader think here? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Section 3: 

7. The writer zooms in on his inner thoughts. Why might it be significant that his memory of the day 

is so vivid and detailed? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. The writer then zooms in on the station at the start of his journey. How is this made to sound? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What atmosphere / reader feeling does this leave at the end? Why does the writer do this? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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In the final question, you will have to respond to a student statement and give your 

viewpoints. It is easier to always AGREE with the statement.  

After reading the final section, a student said ‘The writer creates the impression that atmosphere 

foul and it is clear that the character’s journey will be miserable and disastrous’ 

 

 

 

 

‘But what is perhaps remarkable is how well I can remember is how well I can remember the minutest 

detail of that day; for all that nothing untoward had yet happened, and my nerves were steady. If I close my 

eyes, I am sitting in the cab, crawling through the fog on my way to King’s Cross Station, I can smell the 

cold, damp leather of the upholstery and the indescribable stench of the fog seeping in around the 

window, I can feel the sensation in my ears, as though they had been stuffed with cotton. 

 

Pools of sulphurous yellow light flared from shops and the upper windows of houses, and from the 

basements they rose like flares from the pit below, and there were red-hot pools of light from the 

chestnut-sellers on street corners; here, a great, boiling cauldron of tar for the road-menders spurted and 

smoked an evil red smoke, there, a lantern held high by the lamplighter bobbed and flickered.’ 

 

 

 

TASK 

1. Label the techniques in red (could be senses / adjectives / verbs / adverbs / similes / 

personification / metaphors etc.) 

 

2. Complete the PEA grid in FULL sentences. Make sure you keep making reference to 

the statement in your answer. 

 

Point – make sure 

you make reference 

to the student 

quotation and 

identify a technique 

to support. 

Quotation Explanation 

This suggests… 

The word ‘….’ highlights/emphasises/suggests/exaggerates… 

This could also suggest… 

Furthermore, the line ‘……………….’ highlights… 

This makes the reader think/feel/imagine/ question…. 

I agree with the 

student as it is clear 

the weather is 

miserable and 

unpleasant through 

the writers use 

of…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I can smell the cold, 

damp leather of the 

upholstery and the 

indescribable 

stench of the fog 

seeping in around 

the window, I can 

feel the sensation in 

my ears, as though 

they had been 

stuffed with cotton.’ 

 

 

The adjectives ‘cold and damp’ highlight… 

 

 

The phrase ‘indescribable stench’ highlights…. 

 

 

The fact that his ears ‘feel like they have been filled with 

cotton wool’ suggests… 

 

 

The sensory imagery makes the journey sound unpleasant 

as… 
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I also agree as it is 

clear the journey 

sounds dangerous 

when…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘red-hot pools of 

light from the 

chestnut-sellers on 

street corners; here, 

a great, boiling 

cauldron of tar 

for roads’ 

 

I also agree as … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, the fact that he 

can remember it 

specifically 

highlights… 

 

 

 

 

‘spurted and smoked 

an evil red smoke, 

there, a lantern held 

high by the 

lamplighter bobbed 

and flickered.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I can remember the 

minutest detail of 

that day’ 
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TASK: Description 

Using all of your knowledge from last term, complete the final section.  

Describe a scene as suggested by this image. 

You can pretend there are things in the picture that you cannot see e.g. a child approaching nervously  

Spend 10 minutes planning your answer here. You might want to structure your paragraphs in the following way: 
 

Overview 

 

Zoom 1: 

 

 

Zoom 2: 

 

 

Zoom 3: 

 

 

Final overview: 

 

You should aim to write one and a half sides of A4 minimum. Don’t forget to: 

 Use past tense, third person 

 Show don’t tell 

 Vary your sentence lengths and openings 

 Try to use similes/metaphors and personification 

 Check your work for spelling, punctuation and grammar 
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The menacing clouds…____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


