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Welcome to GCSE  

Psychology 

Name …………………………………………………………………..  Form ……………………………………………………………….. 

Hand in date: First psychology lesson in Sept 2018:…………………………………………………………………………... 

The purpose of psychology is to give us a completely different idea of the things we 

know best. - Paul Valery 

Psychology Bridging Document 2018 

For incoming year10 students. 
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When is this bridging work due? 

Your bridging work will be collected in your first psychology lesson 

back after the summer holidays.   

If the work is not completed, you can expect to receive a detention. 
 

GCSE Psychology topics 

Psychology is the study of the human mind and behaviour.   

Over the 2 year course you will study 

1. The Brain and 

Neuropsychology 

2. Research methods 

3. Development 

4. Social Influence 

5. Language, thought 

and communication 

6. Memory 

7. Perception  

8. Psychological 

problems 

 

What skills are required for GCSE Psychology? 

Psychology is a unique subject in that it combines; 

* essay writing skills  

* short answers,  

* graphical / mathematical interpretation as well as  

* thinking scientifically. 

  

How is GCSE Psychology assessed?  

You will complete two exam papers: 

Paper 1: Cognition and Behaviour = 1hr 45min 

Paper 2: Social context and behaviour = 1hr 45min 
 

Course resources 

The online course textbook – see box above for log in details. 

You can access lessons as you go through the course by going onto KAA online – ensure your access 

is up to date. 

Contacts: 

Head of Psychology: Ms. C. Sharman, email: c.sharman@kaa.org.uk Teacher of psychology: Miss K. 

Bates, email k.bates@kaa.org.uk , Teacher of psychology (starting Sept 2018) Miss S. Lewis 

s.lewis@kaa.org.uk  

Or drop by… A019 and A022 in KAA2 before the end of term. 

mailto:c.sharman@kaa.org.uk
mailto:k.bates@kaa.org.uk
mailto:s.lewis@kaa.org.uk
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Brain and Neuropsychology Bridging task 

Brain map: Read the information below and fill in the diagram overleaf. 

 

 

 



4 
 

Q) Use the information on the previous page to NAME and write SOME FUNCTIONS* of each 

brain area. *There is no need to copy the whole green box out – instead - summarise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to know more? 
Look at the effects of traumatic brain injury: www.traumaticbraininjuryatoz.org/interactive-brain  

Check out your textbook p200-201 

Name Functions 

http://www.traumaticbraininjuryatoz.org/interactive-brain
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Research methods Bridging task 

Ethical issues 

Psychologists are trusted to conduct research on people which will not harm them or upset them.  

But sometimes there is a conflict between what the psychologist wants to do to create the best 

scientific research, and what would be safest for the participants in the research. 

A set of ethical guidelines are published by the British Psychological Society which tell Psychologists 

what they should try to do or try to avoid.  But when an ethical guideline IS broken a committee of 

experts decide whether there is a good enough justification for breaking it. 

One guideline is that participants should give their informed consent before taking part in research. 

“I can’t explain to everyone 
on the train that I am doing 
psychological research 
because then they would 
not act naturally!” - Piliavin 

“You must respect people’s 
privacy – you just can’t do 
research like this.” – A 

“Maybe you could observe 
them and then announce 
that you are doing research 
after you have collected 
your observations, and they 
can say if they don’t want 
the data on their behaviour 
used” – B 

“Maybe you could just ask a similar group of people if they 
would mind their behaviour on a train being observed.  If 
this other group say it is ok, then you can assume that 
others would also be ok with it, and just go ahead with the 
research” C 

“Anyone could be watching their behaviour 
on a train – they are in public, as long as 
you don’t publish names or recognisable 
characteristics you should just go ahead 
with the research.” D 

“Consider the kind of behaviour you are 
recording, if it isn’t something a person 
would be embarrassed about, then its fine 
even without their permission” E 

 
Piliavin’s study  

The aim of the research was to investigate whether characteristics of the victim affected how quickly 

the victim was helped. 

Two actors boarded a train – one carried a bottle of alcohol and also smelt of alcohol – the other 

carried a walking cane and did not smell.  A different actor boarded the train each time, and each 

time he waiting until the train doors had closed and then he stumbled and fell over.   

Observers on the train noted down how long it took for the victim to receive help.  If no help was 

given by the time the train reached the next station, the observer helped the victim off the train.   

When the victim was holding a cane they were much more likely to receive help – they were helped 

95% of the time.  But if they appeared to be drunk (alcohol condition) they were much less likely to 

be helped – 50% of the time this victim was helped to their feet. 

The researchers concluded that victim characteristics do affect how quickly the help is given. 
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Piliavin wanted to conduct research on a busy underground train – recording people’s behaviour.   
 
Imagine you are in the ethical committee advising about how to manage informed consent. 
 
Q) How do you think Piliavin should have dealt with the issue of informed consent in his research.  
Justify your answer (use arguments from the text above, if using quotes, use quotation marks and 
give the source letter) 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Want to know more? 
Look at the frequently asked questions on the BPS website: 

http://beta.bps.org.uk/standards-and-guidelines/ethical-enquiries-faq  

Check out your textbook p104-105 

http://beta.bps.org.uk/standards-and-guidelines/ethical-enquiries-faq
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Development Bridging task 

The role of nature and nurture 

Keywords 

Nature – things which are genetic, so have been inherited from your ancestors 

Nurture – all other influences from your environment and experience 

1) Identify whether each factor is caused by nature or nurture 

Smoking DNA Intelligence 

   

Infections – like tonsillitis Bad parenting Brain development 

   

2) Write a paragraph of causal explanations for ONE of the factors above. 

e.g. I think xxxxxx is caused by nature/nurture because…… 
A)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Want to know more? 

Read up on the nature-nurture debate on www.simplypsychology.org/naturevsnurture   

Check out your textbook p67 

http://www.simplypsychology.org/naturevsnurture
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Social Influence Bridging task 

 

e.g. I predict that XXX% of participants would go all the way up to 450v in Milgram’s research because…. 

Q) After completing the task above, make a prediction of the proportion of participants (percentage) 
who would go all the way up to 450v, justify your answer. Use the sentence starter above to help. 

…………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Want to know more? 
Look at a version of this experiment conducted Derren Brown: tinyurl.com/4p662k5  

Check out your textbook p136-137 

https://tinyurl.com/4p662k5
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Language, thought and communication Bridging task 

Question Yes / No 

1. Did you experience pain before you had a word for it? 
 

 

2. Did you ever have an idea that you could not express in words? 
 

 

3. The word schadenfreude means ‘damage joy’ – i.e. laughing at the misfortune 
of another person (e.g. laughing when a person falls over), have you ever 
done this? Did you know the word before now? 

 

 

4. If you speak more than one language – does your personality (ideas about the 
world) seem different when you think in English / your other language? 

 

 

5. If you had been brought up learning a different language to the one you first 
learn – how would this have affected your personality / they way you think?  

 

 

 

Watch this TED talk: https://tinyurl.com/ybphq8hb 

 

Use this space to make notes about the video, if you wish, then answer the question overleaf: 

…………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………
…..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ybphq8hb
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Q) What comes first; do we first learn a concept AND THEN learn word for it or do we FIRST learn 
words and THEN learn the concept. 
Discuss both sides of this question before concluding with your view. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Want to know more? 

Look at TED talk about body language: tinyurl.com/owqa2ty 

Check out your textbook pages 159-165  

http://tinyurl.com/owqa2ty
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Glossary Bridging task 

Please write definitions for the key Psychological terms you have come across 

in this bridging document.  You must write these in YOUR OWN WORDS. 

Nature  

Nurture  

Informed Consent  

Frontal Lobe  

Temporal Lobe  

Language  

Psychology  

 

Want to know more? 

This document contains tasks on each of the year 10 topics.  The ‘want to know more’ sections are 

optional.  If you want to know more about the yr11 topics, here are more, optional, some interesting 

T ED talks: 

 
Memory 
TED Talk about the manipulation of people’s memories 

tinyurl.com/jzbtpda 

 

Psychological problems 
TED Talk, The voices in my head 
tinyurl.com/mel8j2k  
 
Perception 
TED talk, perception 
tinyurl.com/omh958h 

Remember to hand in this whole booklet to your GCSE psychology teacher on the day of your first 
psychology lesson! 

http://tinyurl.com/jzbtpda
http://www.tinyurl.com/mel8j2k
http://www.tinyurl.com/omh958h
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Space for notes on ‘what to know more’ wider reading. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


