
 
 

 
10th September 2018 

Dear parents and guardians, 

Oxford residential weekend 21st – 24th September 

As you will probably be aware, we have a residential weekend planned for all our Year 12 students in 

Oxford, leaving London on the morning of Friday 21st and returning at around lunchtime on Monday 

24th September. Last year, because our temporary school was not ready until 2 weeks after the 

planned start of term, we took the entire Sixth Form to Oxford for the first week of teaching. Although 

we have no wish to recreate the circumstances of last year, we did find that the effect of beginning 

the year in the academic atmosphere of an Oxford University college was very beneficial. We are 

therefore aiming to reproduce this very special experience for our new cohort of students. It is an 

amazing opportunity to be able to spend some time in an Oxford college, and I don’t know of any 

other school that offers this, and has such close links to one of the best universities in the world. It will 

be a memorable and very KAA beginning to Year 12! 

The outline plan is at the end of this letter. We will be based this year in Lady Margaret Hall (where 

the Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai is currently studying), and we will be leaving from KAA 

at 9am on Friday 21st; students should arrive at school as normal by 8.30am with their bags for the 

weekend. We will return to KAA by around 1pm on Monday 24th; there are no lessons in school on 

either Friday or Monday. Accommodation will all be in Lady Margaret Hall, in separate male and 

female blocks. All students will be in twin rooms with en-suite bathrooms, and will be supervised by 

members of KAA staff who will be resident in the appropriate male or female blocks. Some illustrative 

photos of the accommodation are below. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Breakfast will be served in college, and we will get packed lunches each day, with all the usual dietary 

requirements catered for, such as halal, vegetarian or allergies. Students will have free time in the 

afternoons and evenings, and will have the freedom to explore the city. Please note that an evening 

meal is not provided by the college, so students will need to have sufficient money to buy their own 

dinner in town, where there are plenty of options to suit all budgets. This is the only cost to the whole 

weekend; everything else is absolutely free. 

Students should bring the obvious necessities such as toiletries, clean clothes, phone chargers and any 

medication required, plus pens and notebooks for school work. They should also bring their 

Chromebooks (or their own laptops if they prefer) for lessons. Beyond this, however, we do not 

recommend bringing valuables, jewellery or things of emotional or sentimental value (just as we do 

not recommend bringing such things into school either). The college site is secure, there will be KAA 

teachers on duty at all times, the Porters’ Lodge is manned 24 hours a day, and every room is lockable, 

so students will be very secure, but accidental loss can never be ruled out. We will also require 

students to remain in groups of at least 3 when they go into town, and to be back in college by 9.30pm, 

when there will be a roll call, and then in their own accommodation by 10pm. 

We do not anticipate any trouble at all, and we believe that all our students will have an unforgettable 

and positive experience, but we do need to point out the need for good behaviour and discipline at 

all times. Naturally, any consumption of alcohol or illegal drugs will be viewed with the utmost 

severity, and will lead at the very least to a fixed term exclusion. Equally, we believe that all our 

students will be a credit to themselves, their families and the school, and that KAA’s reputation will 

be enhanced by how our students conduct themselves. Of course, if any students were to forget 

themselves and behave in an anti-social or disruptive manner, we will also take this very seriously. 

Importantly, this includes being late or absent from roll calls, as this is a vital safeguarding issue. 

In an emergency, I can be reached on 07817 125357, and the Porters’ Lodge at Lady Margaret Hall is 

01865 274300. 

Please sign and return the permission slip at the end of this letter as soon as possible, and by Thursday 

13th September at the latest. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rob Pavey |  Vice Principal – Sixth Form 
Kensington Aldridge Academy 
1 Silchester Road  
London W10 5ND 

r.pavey@kaa.org.uk  
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Year 12 Oxford residential – Lady Margaret Hall – outline plan 

Fri 

 0900 buses 

 1100 arrive 

 1100 settle in, explore College 

 1200 lunch 

 1230 housekeeping 

 1240 – 1600 4 lessons (blocks A – D) 

 Curfew 2130; in rooms by 2200 

Sat 

 0800 breakfast 

 0900 – 0945: Oxford myth busting session 

 1000 – 1300: 4 lessons (blocks A – D) 

 1330 – 1530: 4 study skills  

 Punting from 1600 

 Scavenger hunt evening 

 Dinner in town 

 Curfew 2130; in rooms by 2200 

Sun 

 0900 breakfast 

 1000 – 1200 Study skills / induction – central presentations and small group work  

 1230 lunch 

 Free afternoon, with punting  

 Dinner in town 

 Curfew 2130; in rooms by 2200 

Mon 

 0800 breakfast 

 0900 check out 

 0930 final lecture – Geography school – prof Dorling ‘What does Brexit tell us about the 

British?’ 

 1100 buses 

 Free afternoon 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

 

Year 12 Oxford residential – Lady Margaret Hall – permission slip 

 

Student’s name: 

 

Parent or guardian’s name: 

 

I give my son / daughter permission to go on the Oxford residential 

weekend from Friday 21st to Monday 24th September. 

Signature: 

 

Medical requirements (please write none if there are none): 

 

 

Dietary requirements (please write none if there are none): 

 

 

I give KAA staff permission to administer medication and / or make 

decisions about medical care, including taking my son or daughter 

to hospital, in an emergency, or if I cannot be contacted. 

Signature: 


