
 

 

 
12th October 2018 

 

RE: Emergency Evacuation Drill 

 

Dear Parent / Carer,  

 

I am writing to inform you that the academy will be holding an emergency evacuation drill with students 

and staff on Wednesday 17th October. 

 

We would not typically inform parents about a routine emergency drill. However, given the unique 

circumstances our school community faces following the tragic fire at Grenfell tower, I felt it important to 

personally write to you all with clear and detailed information. 

 

We will be talking to all our students in advance of Wednesday to make sure that:  

 

1. They are clear on the process for a safe and orderly evacuation of the building 

2. They know well in advance that a drill will be taking place and there will be no surprises 

3. That they understand that feeling annoyed, frightened or upset by evacuation drills are 

completely normal responses given our circumstances and that getting to know the 

procedures should help these feelings to subside in time 

 

We will be speaking individually to reassure any students who may be particularly anxious in advance of 

the drill and will, of course, take extra care of those we know to be most vulnerable. Any student who is 

concerned about how they may respond will be encouraged to buddy up with a friend for peer support 

and members of the pastoral, mentoring and counselling teams will be on-hand throughout to offer 

assistance. 

 

It goes without saying that while we will want to do everything in our power to minimise any trauma and 

upset caused by the drill, we have a duty to carry it out robustly and in-line with national guidelines. The 

safety of our students will always be of paramount importance above all else. Please be aware that the 
emergency evacuation procedure requires some students to leave the building via the playground. 

 

Should any of you wish to discuss the plans with us or have any questions, please feel free to reach out to 

the Academy’s Communications Manager, Vashti Turner at v.turner@kaa.org.uk or by calling 0207 313 

5800. 

 

For details and questions about the mental health support the Academy can provide, you may wish to 

contact our clinical psychologist, Dr Susanna Rota (s.rota@kaa.org.uk) or contact me via email at 

n.dumigan@kaa.org.uk.  

 

Kind Regards, 

 
Niall Dumigan 

Assistant Principal - Inclusion 
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