
 

 

 

19th December 2018 

 

End of Autumn Term Update  

 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

 

I hope this letter finds you well. I’m writing with an end of term update at the start of the Christmas break. Like 

all letters and parent communication, a copy can also be found at kaa.org.uk.  

 

Autumn 2 Assessments  

 

As parents know, this month has seen students in all year groups – from Y7 to Y13 – take formal assessments in 

all subjects. These assessments have tested the full term’s work and are an important milestone in the school 

year. In addition to the tests themselves, students have also completed extensive review work in the week after. 

In many ways, these review lessons are more important than the assessments themselves. This focus on review as 

a core part of our assessment approach is very important to us at KAA, and something many parents are 

supportive of too. Please do ask your child how their review lessons have gone these last few weeks and what 

they have taken from them. 

 

I want to thank all parents for how they have encouraged and supported students to revise at home for the 

“Autumn 2” assessments. You will all receive an Autumn Term Parent Report in early January with your 

child’s assessment results. If they have underperformed in a subject, please encourage them to work harder over 

the spring term to improve in these areas. There will be further assessments during the year, however the most 

important tests will be the End of Year Exams which begin on Monday 24th June.  

 

Going Digital 

 

We are always looking for ways to improve communication with parents and next term we will be moving to an 

email only model for most parent letters. This is standard practice in secondary schools now as it is easier and 

quicker to reach parents by email and removes the printing costs (which at a time of budget cuts is a big help). 

The system will, of course, only work if KAA has an accurate and up-to-date email for you. Our Data Team 

has spent time this term calling parents to make sure we have accurate phone numbers and emails for a minimum 

of two contacts for each student. If you ever need to update your email address or telephone number, please 

contact the School Registrar Mr Machado at d.machado@kaa.org.uk or by calling 0207 313 5800.  

 

In addition to emailing letters we also have plans to launch a Parent App in 2019 to further improve 

communication – more details to follow.  

 

KAA “BIG SHOW” 

 

I wanted to pass on my great thanks to all parents and family members who came to support the “KAA BIG 

SHOW – Our Story” in November. The production was performed across two nights – Weds 21st & Tues 22nd of 

November – and I think everyone agreed it was moving, funny, uplifting and brilliantly written and performed by 

our students. If you missed it there are always more concerts and productions taking place at KAA, as part of our 

performing and creative arts specialism. All dates are available on our website and please do come and support in 

2019. Thank you.  

 

 

mailto:d.machado@kaa.org.uk


 

 

Parent Governor Elections 

 

The ballot for our new Parent Governors closed on Wednesday 12th December. I am pleased to inform you that 

the two posts were filled by a majority vote, with our new governors beginning their term on 13th December 

2018. The elected candidates are Nadia Boujettef and Jehan Weerasinghe. Thank you to each of the candidates 

who stood for election and everyone who voted. I look forward to working closely with our new parent governors 

in the coming terms.  

 

Looking ahead to the Spring Term 

 

All school events are listed on our website but I wanted to highlight here that we have brought forward the Y9 

Options Evening for parents and students to Thursday 10th January. A list of upcoming dates is recopied 

here.  

 

Date Time Event 

Thursday 10th January 6pm - 7.30pm Y9 Options Evening 

Thursday 17th January 4.30pm - 7.30pm Y7 Progress Meetings 

Tuesday 22nd January 4.30pm - 7.30pm Y12 Progress Meetings 

Thursday 7th February 4.30pm - 7.30pm  Y11 Progress Meetings 

Monday 18th February - Friday 22nd 

February 

All week Half Term (school closed to students) 

Monday 25th February All day Staff training day (school closed to students) 

Friday 5th April 11am - 12.30pm End of Term Rewards Assembly 

(students leave site by 1pm) 

 

 Attendance  

 

Finally, as parents I’m sure know, it is a statutory responsibility for KAA (and all schools) to vigorously chase up 

non-attendance at school, including by issuing penalty charge notices of £60 or above where issues become 

serious and unauthorised attendance accumulates. We are required to do this by the local authority and Ofsted 

and have no alternative. If your child’s attendance drops below 97% and there is not a clear, authorised medical 

reason why, we have to initiate a process of stepped interventions to monitor and improve their attendance. This 

process can, if we do not see necessary improvement, end in a penalty charge notice. Also we ask parents to 

remember that holidays in term time are illegal under the latest legislation so please do not request them. If 

parents require any information about attendance at KAA they can download our policy here: 

https://kaa.org.uk/students-parents/attendance-punctuality/  

 

A reminder that term begins for all students on Monday 7th January at 8.30am.  

 

I’ll close by thanking all parents for their support this term. It has been a busy but very successful one, as you 

will see from the latest issue of the INTREPIDUS magazine (winging its way to you by email!). Have a lovely, 

restful holiday and see you in 2019.  

 

 With best wishes,  

  
David Benson 
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