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Dear Parents & Carers, 

  

It has been an incredibly busy but productive 

spring term at KAA. This issue of INTREPIDUS 

should give parents a flavour of the fantastic 

achievements of our students across a range of 

activities, from performing arts to science.   

 

In the race for this year’s House Cup, Honeyball 

have had another amazingly strong term, picking 

up an enormous number of house points for                 

interim competitions and commendations. They 

have overtaken the leaders from the Autumn term 

- Angelou - and stormed ahead as we enter the 

final third of the year. All to play for next term 

with the upcoming Debating and Sports Day       

competitions…  

 

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to highlight 

our upcoming school production of Hairspray on 

Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th July. Tickets are 

available on ParentPay now or from reception         

after the Easter break and we hope to see many 

parents, relatives, and community members for the 

show. 

 

With best wishes for the Easter break, 

 

 

 

David Benson 

Principal 
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On Wednesday 13th February, HRH The 

Prince of Wales visited KAA in his role 

as Patron of education charity Teach 

First.  
 

The purpose of the visit was to see how Teach First 

has benefited schools like KAA. The royal visit was led 

by David Benson and Teach First Chief Executive               

Russell Hobby who gave HRH an opportunity to speak 

with pupils and teachers to find out how the school has 

flourished. 

 

As the Prince of Wales arrived, Year 8 students lined 

the entrance of the school to welcome the royal                  

visitor. HRH then visited lessons being taught by    

teachers trained by Teach First, including a Year 10 

Geography lesson Miss Praill, and a Year 13 History 

lesson being taught by another of KAA’s Teach First 

alumni, Mr Kirby. 

 

HRH then met students who take part in enrichment 

activities supported by Teach First. He told students 

they were lucky to have such a wide range of                        

enrichment activities on offer which will give them 

“good opportunities for the future.” 

 

The prince was then treated to a KAA assembly in the 

theatre. He was joined by all of year 7 and some sixth 

form students to watch a special performance from  A 

level dance students and the KAA choir.  The KAA 

Choir sang a cover of What About Us by Pink, and the 

A level dance students performed a piece of                         

choreography devised for their exams.  

 

After the performance, giving an impromptu speech, the 

prince spoke about Teach First, saying “It’s proved to 

have been a really worthwhile investment in graduates; 

graduates who otherwise might have gone off and 

straight away gone into other aspects of our economy.” 

 

The Prince of Wales then added, “What makes me 

proud is the way in which this investment in people and 

in teaching skills and teaching the subjects they love has 

made such a difference, for instance to this academy, so 

I that hear more and more of you are going to                             

universities, to top universities. If I may say so, it is a 

wonderful tribute not only to the teachers but also to all 

of you boys and girls who work so hard.” He then                

added playfully, “Despite interruptions from people like 

me.” 

 

The prince closed by telling students: “I hope you have 

the greatest possible success in the future. It isn’t always 

easy, there are a lot of appalling challenges out there, 

but I hope your experiences here will help you a little bit 

to cope with those challenges and make a real difference 

to the future of this country. So best of luck all of you, 

and as I said to some of you, you can always blame me if 

you don’t pass the exams.” 
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Choirmaster Gareth Malone was invited to help 

staff and students prepare for a special concert 

in our theatre to mark the school’s return to 

our Silchester Road building. 

 

Gareth began working with KAA students in the                    

summer 2018 term and quickly realised many are        

heavily influenced by hip-hop, R&B and spoken word. 

Keen to attract as many students as possible to get 

involved in the big show, he enlisted the help of the 

West End cast of Hamilton.  

 

The multi-award winning musical tells the story of 

American founding father Alexander Hamilton through 

hip-hop, rap, pop and soul influenced songs. It’s success 

has been credited to the originality of a historical story 

told through modern music styles. 

 

On Wednesday 26th  September students writing the 

show with Gareth were joined by the Hamilton musical 

director and cast members for a day long workshop to 

develop lyrics, dance, and drama elements of the show. The cast ran dance, drama and writing workshops  

The cast of Hamilton inspired our students to write 

The cast of Hamilton visited KAA for a full day of performing arts and writing workshops  

Students involved in writing workshops were also 

invited to a matinee performance of Hamilton at 

the Victoria Palace Theatre (pictured bottom left). 

 

With students inspired to tell their story through 

performing arts, the project developed into a               

student-written musical telling the story of KAA 

from it’s creation to the present day. 

 

Dance, drama, and songs told the story of the 

building of KAA, students’ first memories of              

school including house competitions and charity 

week, the moment of the Grenfell Tower fire on 

14th June and its impact on the school community, 

the school’s relocation to Portakabins, KAA’s      

outstanding Ofsted inspection and finally our              

return to KAA1. The show’s big finale expressed 

students’ hopes and dreams for the future.  

 

Almost 600 students, parents, teachers, and                      

members of the community came to see Our Story 

across two sold out nights on 21st and 22nd                           

November 2018 and were blown away by what 

our students had produced. 60 students involved in the show were invited to a matinee                  

performance of Hamilton at the Victoria Palace Theatre  3 



  

  

PERFORM
ING & CREATIVE ARTS 

“Building A School” by the KAA Dance Company 

Benny (9 Lewis) & the choir singing “Benny’s Song”  

“Advice to Myself” by Shouq (12 Nightingale) 

The Staff Choir singing “Letters to my 16 year-old self” 

The A level dancers performing “Resilience” “Sleepover Dance” by the KAA Dance Company 

“June 14th” devised and performed by Amani (11 Oliver), Maisie 

(11 Simmons), Suad (11 Balon) and Yusra (11 Oliver)  
Lyric (10 Chaplin), Yasmin (12 Ibrahim), Tamara (12                

Gladstone) & Gabriella (12 Wilberforce) singing “Look to the Light” 

Luana (13 Ibrahim) singing “Summing Up the Story” Amani (11 Oliver), Olivia (10 Baker), Musa (10 Lennon) and CJ 

(10 Chaplin) in “Move to KAA2” 

4 
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Navid (9 Hamilton) as Mr Benson, with the company actors 

opening KAA’s Ofsted report 
Jake (9 Holmes) as the Lead Ofsted Inspector singing the 

“Ofsted Tango” 

Tyra (10 Baker) and the choir performing “We’re Stronger” 

Suad (11 Balon) performing spoken word written about KAA 

The finale saw the full company of over 100 students on stage 

Irene (7 Gupta ) singing her solo in the finale 

Adil (10 Nijinsky) opening the finale with his solo 

Gareth Malone telling the choir how much he would miss KAA 

Rolyn (9 Lewis) and the choir singing one of eleven original 

songs  created for the show 

Gareth conducts the choir in the show’s finale 

5 



  

  

PERFORM
ING & CREATIVE ARTS 

In the weeks leading up to the show airing on 

BBC2, students appeared in a range of print and 

TV media alongside Gareth Malone.  

 

Highlights include a visit to the BBC The Show        

studio on Tuesday 5th March, where Suad (11 

Balon), Maisie (11 Simmons) and Mr Benson spoke 

to Matt Baker and Alex Jones on the sofa before 

the choir sung out the show with a live                             

performance of “We’re Stronger”, a song from 

the Our Story show written by Tyra (10 Baker). On 

Monday 11th March, the morning before the first                     

episode aired, BBC Breakfast visited KAA and the 

choir sung live on national television for a second 

time.  

 

Ahead of episode two, on Monday 18th March, 

Suad (11 Balon), Maisie (11 Simmons), Jeriel (11 

Kidston) and Miss Jordan joined Gareth on the 

sofa at ITV This Morning with Phillip Schofield and 

Holly Willoughby to talk about what it had meant 

for students to take part in the homecoming Our 

Story concert. 

 

The show was watched by nearly 2 million viewers 

on BBC2 and iPlayer and audiences were blown 

away by the talent, resilience and maturity of our 

students and the powerful story they had to tell. 

The Choir: Our School By The Tower aired in two parts on BBC2 on Monday 11th and Monday 18th 

March. If you missed it you can watch it on BBC iPlayer where it will be available until Thursday 

11th April. For more photographs from the show, visit the ‘Gallery’ tab at www.kaa.org.uk.  

Our thanks to Gareth Malone, the Twenty Twenty production team, our performing arts teachers, the staff choir, the 

cast of Hamilton, and (last but by no means least) every single one of the 110 student cast and crew members for                   

choreographing, devising and performing an unforgettable, inspiring, and uplifting show. 
6 
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On Thursday 31st January the KAA Dance               

Company travelled to The Beck Theatre in Hayes to 

compete in the London regional heat of The Great 

Big Dance Off. The students performed two fantastic 

dances and were awarded 6th place overall; a huge 

achievement as they were up against 60 other teams!  

 

The dance department are proud of every student 

involved and look forward to more competitions 

soon for our keen dancers. The troupe currently has 

28 members from year 7 to 10.  

 

If you’d like to take part, sign up to join register your 

enrichment choices now on KAA Online! 

During the autumn term the Art department                       

encouraged students to take part in a locally run  

‘Design a Scarf’ competition run by Lisou, a fashion 

boutique in Westbourne Grove.   

 

On Friday 1st   February, Rene Macdonald, the                    

creative director of Lisou, visited KAA to award 

Jainaba (10 Matisse) with the first place prize for 

her design.  

 

Jainaba’s design has now been made into a silk scarf 

and is now on sale in Lisou. The art department are 

extremely proud of Jainaba for becoming KAA’s 

first fashion designer!  

This term we launched the KAA Bunting Factory with 

the help of Lisa Nash, local artist and KAA parent. 

The parent textiles workshop saw parents work                 

together over 8 sessions to make KAA-themed  

bunting to decorate the school for an upcoming      

fundraising event in May.  

 

The bunting spells out each of the schools core val-

ues; excellence, resilience,  citizenship and creativity, 

the school motto “Intrepidus” and incorporates oth-

er elements of KAA culture. We think you’ll agree 

they look fantastic! 

 

There are two sessions remaining on Monday 29th 

April and Monday 13th May from 1.30pm-5pm - all 

parents welcome! 

7 



  

  

PERFORM
ING & CREATIVE ARTS 

Convo was a tri-borough musical project culminating 

in a large-scale performance taking place at the Royal 

Albert Hall on Thursday 7th March. The project               

involved singers and instrumentalists from primary, 

secondary and SEND schools from across the                     

boroughs of Kensington and Chelsea, Hammersmith 

and Fulham and Westminster.  

 

Convo was a new work written for massed                   

instrumental and vocal forces by composer Charlotte 

Harding. It comprised three movements,                        

chronologically exploring the history of music as a 

means of communication: 

 

I: Earth Calling - an exploration of the early                 

beginnings of music as communication. Includes a 

bird song inspired choral piece, a conversational              

ancestral drum feature and a folk song. 

 

II: Pen to Paper - an exploration of the                           

development of notated music, from the early                    

cuneiform tablets of the Ancient Near East, through 

to Western orchestral and contemporary graphic 

scores. 

 

III: Devices - an exploration of the impact of                   

technology, featuring Morse code, a silent film score, 

and live-coding of electronic music 

 

An instrumental ensemble of around 120 young                

musicians performed alongside professional                         

musicians, supporting a massed chorus of circa 1000                     

pupils - including the KAA choir. Another  unique 

opportunity for our choir! 

On Thursday 21st March our year 10 GCSE students                             

participated in a GCSE solo performance concert. Each pupil 

performed a piece on their instrument or voice in front of                

parents, teachers, and friends.  

 

This was a great opportunity for students to gain experience 

performing in front of an audience and the students put on a 

wonderful show. Our thanks to parents, staff and students for             

joining us for the evening to show their support. 

On Saturday 30th March the KAA Choir made the most of the sunny 

weather by headlining at the Notting Dale residents' association                       

community event. The choir performed three songs, including Rise Up by 

Andra Day and You Raise Me Up. The songs were voted for and selected 

by the residents of Notting Dale to represent their community. 

 

It was another fantastic show from our choir, who are going from 

strength to strength and have shown outstanding commitment to                    

rehearsals and performances throughout the busy Spring term. 

By Miss Cockell 

By Miss Cockell 

8 



  

 

The main house competition of the Spring 1 

term was a House Dance competition which 

saw each house create a dance performance 

based on the theme of  ‘fusion’. 

 

Students worked with their Head of House and 

the dance department during tutor time for the 

Spring term, culminating in an after school                   

rehearsal before the final on Thursday 14th                         

February in front of external judges Bethany             

Moulange (Lecturer at Royal Academy of Dance) 

and Nikki Forsyth Hecken (West End performer). 

 

Each performance could  include costume, visual 

design, and props and had to contain certain               

compulsory elements, including unison, canon, 3 

different formations, contact work, and a featured 

soloist or duet. 

 

Pankhurst fused Bollywood and salsa in their piece 

with a duet from sixth formers Mariam (13 Tutu) 

and Nadira (13 Gladstone). Angelou fused the 

Charleston and hip-hop, accompanied by brilliant 

flapper girl costumes and props with a duet by 

Alexyia (8 Tambo) and Rayya (7 Wertenbaker). 

Honeyball fused Bollywood and contemporary 

styles to a remix of Ed Sheeran’s The Shape of You, 

with themed costumes and a duet from Ana (8 

Truth) and Aslan (8 Truth). Franklin’s piece fused 

multimedia with live choreography around the 

theme of identity in matching white masks and 

black costumes for an impressive visual effect.  

 

It truly was the biggest and best House Dance                        

competition yet back in our theatre! All four               

performances were fantastic, but Honeyball were 

awarded a well-deserved first place by the external 

judges, with Franklin in second place, Angelou in 

third, and Pankhurst in fourth.  

 

Our thanks to each Head of House, as well as our 

dance teachers Mr Dunning, Miss Grace, and Miss 

Nix for their hard work on each piece of                     

choreography. Thanks also to our judges Bethany 

and Nikki for lending us their time and expertise 

to judge the competition.   

You can watch all                        

performances in full on the KAA 

YouTube channel at  

www.youtube.com/c/KAAVideo  
The show opened with a bang with a choreographed piece to 

‘This is the Greatest Show’ with a soloist from each house. 

Pankhurst - 4th place - 5,000 points 

Angelou - 3rd place - 10,000 points 

Franklin - 2nd place - 15,000 points 

Honeyball - 1st place - 20,000 points 

9 
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3rd  
Only Connect inspired maths quiz 

The major house competition of the Spring 

2 term was House Drama, which saw our 

students create magic on stage as they told 

a Harry Potter inspired story. 

 

This challenge was to perform scenes from the 

Harry Potter world with the use of freeze frames, 

chorus, mime, and ensemble characters. The 

scenes created by the four houses collectively told 

one full story.  

 

For the finals on Wednesday 3rd April we were 

joined professionals from the TV and theatre 

world; Olivia Brady, Elliot Warren, Nicola Alexis 

and Natalie Jennings. Mr Malik took the fifth seat 

on the judging panel. Olivia and Elliot’s most recent 

play has been nominated for an Olivier Award. 

Nicola has 15 years of stage and screen                          

experience, include portraying Hermione Granger 

in the first casting of Harry Potter and the Cursed 

Child in the West End. Natalie is a TV producer 

who has worked on the Crystal Maze and Big         

Brother. Collectively as playwrights, actors and                

producers this panel of expert judges were ready 

to judge the performances from every angle!  

 

The creativity displayed in the staging of magic was 

fantastic - from a hovering Sorting Hat to                    

transfiguration and the effects of Polyjuice potion 

live on stage! Every single actor and stagehand 

should be proud of being part of what can only be 

described a magical show.  

 

Our external judges provided praise and feedback 

to the actors after the performance. The results, 

however, were kept under wraps until the whole 

school end of term assembly on Friday 5th April.  

Congratulations to ANGELOU for winning first 

place and taking the 20,000 house points up for 

grabs. Franklin were placed second, Pankhurst 

third and Honeyball in fourth.  

 

Many thanks to our drama teachers Miss Gurnell 

and Miss Miller and the Heads of House for their 

work on creating the show with students, and also 

to the external guests for joining us to judge the 

competition.   

You can watch highlights of the 

performances on the KAA 

YouTube channel at  

www.youtube.com/c/KAAVideo  

Honeyball - 4th place - 5,000 points 

Pankhurst - 3rd place - 10,000 points 

Franklin - 2nd place - 15,000 points 

Angelou - 1st place - 20,000 points 

Elliot Warren, Olivia Brady, Nicola Alexis and Natalie Jennings 

gave detailed feedback and comments to each house. 11 
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Spring 1 Interim House Competitions 

 
Creative Writing  

1st - HONEYBALL 
2nd -  ANGELOU 

3rd - PANKHURST 
4th - FRANKLIN 

 
Psychology Quiz  

1st - ANGELOU 
2nd - HONEYBALL 

3rd - PANKHURST 
4th - FRANKLIN 

 
MFL Quiz 

1st - HONEYBALL 
2nd - PANKHURST 

3rd = ANGELOU & FRANKIN 

 
Basketball  

1st - FRANKLIN 
2nd - ANGELOU 

3rd - HONEYBALL 
4th - PANKHURST 

The range of interim competitions this term 

from Basketball to the Spelling Bee gave                   

students with all kinds of different interests and 

strengths the chance to get involved and win 

points for their house.  

 

Honeyball have had a strong Spring term and won a 

wave of interim house competitions from creative 

writing to timetables rock stars, throwing them into 

the lead for the 2018-19 house cup and the chance to 

be the first house to win the cup twice! 

 

In the summer term we look forward to House                    

Debating in Summer 1 and Sports Day at the end of 

Summer 2. There are also plenty of opportunities to 

pick up lots of house points through the interim                          

competitions, including Sculpture Design, Swimming 

and Ready, Steady, Cook! Students can find out more  

during house meetings, the plasma slides around 

school and tutor notices during form time. 

Miss Arnold (Head of Angelou) with the Psychology department 

and the Angelou students who won the Psychology quiz 

Miss Green (Head of Honeyball) and the  

Honeyball MFL quiz winners 

The English Department hosted a Spelling Bee during 

lunch time on the last day of KAA Literary Week 

A Franklin vs Pankhurst match in the House              

Basketball tournament 
13 



  

  

Happy New Year: By Leila (11 Dyson) 
 

BEFORE THIS SCENE// Jack is a notoriously                
reckless investigative journalist looking into an                 
almost age old conspiracy of political manipulation         
regarding some of the most pivotal moments in                 
history. They all converge on one bloodline of women 
who all look strikingly similar to the modern day        
socialite Cora Andreas. As he digs deeper he becomes 
convinced that they are all the same woman and takes 
this to his superiors. Days later he finds himself jobless 
and his wife murdered in his home. Finally, he tracks 
Cora down (or did she just invite him?) looking for 
blood.  
 

Cora stands fearlessly on the ledge of a building                     
illuminated only by the city lights at nighttime and the               
circle of glaring lights highlighting the helicopter pad              
behind her. Jack suddenly barges through the roof-top 
door, shoulder first, clearly frustrated that his energy had 
been wasted on a door that was decidedly rather easy to 
open, being unlocked already. 
 

Jack: (casually) Normally, I’d say don’t jump but given the 
circumstances, go ahead, if it takes your fancy. 
 

Cora: (purring) As if I would make it that easy for you.  
 

Cora turns to face Jack before realising Jack had used this 
time to run up and stab Cora in the abdomen with a long 
almost talismanic knife.  
 

Jack: (smirking confidently) You already have.  
 

Cora: (Completely unfazed and seemingly unaffected) Are 
you going to want this back or can I keep it? 
 

Jack staggers back in horror as Cora casually removes the 
knife from her body and wipes it off on the fabric of her 
long red evening dress. He gasps as the wound he made 
heals as if it never existed, save the gash in her dress.   
 

Jack: (shaking off his surprise for natural arrogance) I             
suppose you will be a worthy adversary after all.  
 

Cora smirks and strides away from the ledge, heels clicking 
loudly on the concrete, throwing down Jack’s knife as well 
as her own much more modern blade. Jack understands 
immediately and they both get into their preferred fighting 
stance. 
 

Jack swings a well aimed right hook that Cora                    
gracefully dodges. 
 

Cora grabs his right arm mid swing and pulls him into an 

effortless judo flip and saunters around his supposed limp 
form..  
 

Jack suddenly grabs her ankle and yanks, pulling Cora to 
the ground as she gasps in surprise. Jack gets up and               
places his knee on her back, putting her in a strong choke 
hold. Cora rolls her eyes smiling, showing no sign of being 
impacted by her lack of air, and lazily digs her long painted 
nails into Jack’s skin until she draws blood.  
 

Jack yelps in pain and releases Cora, staggers back,               
cradling his arm.  Cora effortlessly forward rolls to stand-
ing, dusting herself off briefly.  
 
They circle each other calculating their next moves, Jack 
with a face of thunder and Cora looking humoured as if she 
has witnessed a tantruming child.  
 

Cora: (Smiling knowingly) Ready to concede? I promise to 
make it painless, shame I couldn’t do the same for your 
missus; she certainly put up a fight though.  
 

Jack: Stop it. I’m warning you Cora.  
 

Cora: (Tauntingly) However, she did beg quite                       
pathetically. I got a bit bored after a while and I well… 
 

Cora snaps her fingers and lets her head go limp,                 
pouting mockingly, suggesting she snapped her victim’s 
neck. 
 

Cora: ... a bit disappointing really.  
 

Jack roars in anger and sprints towards Cora almost head 
first. Before Jack can make contact, Cora grabs him by the 
neck, lifts him up and holds Jack over the ledge as he gasps 
for breath hopelessly with terror in his eyes. 
 

Cora: What is it that classic villains say right about now? 
Oh yes, any last words? 
 

Muffled by their high altitude, “5, 4, 3, 2, 1” can be heard 
below and right on cue a magnificent procession of                  
fireworks fill the sky. Cora glances momentarily at the 
spectacle, just enough time for Jack to strike a kick to her 
leg, causing them to buckle, sending them both plummeting 
through the air. Midway through the air, with Cora still 
gripping onto Jack’s neck, Jack pulls Cora close so that his 
mouth is right next to Cora’s ear.  
 

Jack: (hissing triumphantly) Happy New Year. 
 

The screen goes black, we hear the thud of  bodies               
making contact with concrete  and the bone chilling scream 
of bystanders.  

WINNING ENTRY OF THE SCREENPLAY WRITING COMPETITION 

HOUSE COM
PETITIONS 

Spring 2 Interim Competitions 
 

Timetables RockStars  

1st - HONEYBALL 

2nd - FRANKLIN 

3rd - ANGELOU 

4th - PANKHURST 

 

Screenplay writing  

1st - HONEYBALL 

2nd - FRANKLIN 

3rd - ANGELOU 

 

 

Spelling Bee 

1st = HONEYBALL &  

FRANKLIN 

3rd - ANGELOU 

4th HONEYBALL 

 

T Shirt Design  

1st - HONEYBALL 

 

Eid Card Design 

1st - HONEYBALL 

 

 

World Book Week 

1st - FRANKLIN 

 

Indoor Rowing 

1st - FRANKLIN 

2nd - HONEYBALL 

3rd - PANKHURST 

 

RE Essay Writing  

1st = HONEYBALL & 

 FRANKLIN 

3rd - ANGELOU 
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We had a fantastic Literary Festival from              

Monday 4th March to Friday 8th March to                 

promote the love of reading throughout the 

school and celebrate World Book Day. 

 

A magnificent range of authors visited our school to 

run a variety of talks and workshops with students 

across all three key stages. On Monday 4th March               

author Andy Robb visited Year 8s to speak about 

his Geekhood series. On Tuesday 5th March we were 

visited by Saci Lloyd,  author of the Carbon                         

Diaries series and Andy Mulligan, author of Trash.                

Students then took part in a competition to create a 

‘trash city’ out of recycled items. On Wednesday 6th 

March year 7 had writing workshops with Roland 

Chambers, author of the Magicians series.  

 

World Book Day was on Thursday 7th March, and 

Year 10 and Sixth Form had lectures delivered by 

Kate Moore, author of the New York Times                       

bestseller The Radium Girls. Kate spoke to students 

about her narrative non-fiction account of the Radium 

Girls: the American women from the Roaring                 

Twenties who were poisoned by the radium paint 

they worked with, and courageously fought for justice. 

Kate’s lectures resulted in every single copy of the The 

Radium Girls being borrowed from the school library.  

 

Finally, on Friday 8th March Lindsay Barraclough visited 

year 7 classes to speak about her historical novel The 

Mark of Cain. Friday was also the day of our annual 

staff fancy dress day with teachers competing for the 

best literary-inspired costume. Book themes this year 

included The Hunger Games in the English                                

department, Lord of the Rings from the science                   

teachers, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe in the 

psychology department, The Three Musketeers in the 

MFL department and 101 Dalmatians from the                     

geography team. 

 

The English department completed the fun-filled week 

with a Spelling Bee during lunch time on Friday.               

Congratulations to our Honeyball and Franklin 

spellers for their joint win! 

 

Our thanks to our librarian Miss King, and Miss                         

Kitteringham and the rest of the English department 

for organising the wonderful KAA Literary Festival. 

Our thanks also to the donors of the KAA Intrepidus 

Trust for making this year’s Lit Fest possible.  

15 
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Fifteen of our Year 9 students volunteered to 

take part in the Schools Challenge run by                        

Imperial University, attending a series of                  

workshops across the year to work together to 

answer the challenge posed by the Mayor of 

London, Sadiq Khan. 

 

It has been a long and challenging journey which began 

in October, but our students have learned a great deal 

about hard work, commitment to excellence, and 

teamwork and gained exposure to the world of work, 

including possible careers in the STEM field.  

 

This year’s Schools Challenge asked students to put 

their skills, knowledge, energy and commitment to 

work in the creation of innovative solutions to solve 

some of the most pressing issues facing London right 

now, toward making London a better place to live. 

 

On Thursday 14th February KAA’s two teams went to 

the Science Museum to showcase their ideas and 

show off their prototypes in the Schools Challenge 

2018 finals. Students presented their ideas to two sets 

of three judges in a ten minute pitch to sell their                

project idea on innovation, branding, city-wide impact, 

business planning, and presentation. 

 

Team POTCH (Pollution Watch) was commended on 

the colourful features and real world marketability of 

their project. Their air quality monitoring watch with 

brilliant LED lights would provide real time                         

information on the local air pollution levels, helping 

the user make informed choices about their mode of 

transport, route taken, and outdoor activities. Well 

done Amira (9 Murray), Betty (9 Radcliffe), Nathali (9 

Murray), Tyler (9 Murray), Kareema (9 Murray), 

Ahlam (9 Holmes), and Joao (9 Hamilton)! 

 

Team R3 (Reduce, Recycle, Reuse) put on a fantastic 

display of a portable charging device that exploits the 

piezoelectric effect to harness energy from                       

soundwaves, charging the device's storage battery 

from ambient sound. Judges were so impressed with 

their product, they were invited into the top 3 teams 

to present their product to everyone attending in the 

IMAX theatre.  

 

Of the 22 teams that competed in the Schools                    

Challenge 2018, our group of 7 students were voted 

WINNERS of this years competition! These students 

have now been invited to submit their entry to the 

regional Big Bang Competition in September. Very 

well done to Kayla (9 Moore), Desta (9 Moore),              

Saffron (9 Lewis), Lily (9 Radcliffe), Alex (9 Lewis), Mia 

(9 Holmes), and Tashi (9 Radcliffe)! 

 

We look forward to reporting on the team’s progress 

in the Big Bang competition next September.                    

Congratulations to all of our Schools Challenge                 

participants for a well deserved win! 

 

By Mr Prasch 
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Our sixth formers benefit from regular external 

speakers discussing careers and social issues. Past 

speakers have included Sadiq Khan, Shami 

Chakrabarti and nobel peace prize winner Adolfo 

Perez Esqui. 

 

On Monday 14th January the sixth form were 

treated to a talk from Baroness Vadera, former 

Cabinet Minister and the first woman to head a 

major British bank as Chair of Santander UK.  

 

Four students joined the Baroness on stage to 

chair questions from students in the audience. 

They asked thoughtful questions such as ’what was 

it like to grow up in Uganda?’, ’do you still think there 

is a glass ceiling that limits women?’ and ’what advice 

would you give to your sixteen year old self?’.  

 

Students found the talk fascinating and many            

remained behind after the lecture ended to ask 

further questions.  

 

Our thanks to Baroness Vadera for visiting our 

students, and  to Speakers for Schools for                   

organising the fantastic addition to our lecture 

series. 

By Mr Davies As part of the science department’s work to 

encourage more students into STEM careers, 

on Thursday 7th March Miss Mavrou took an               

all-female group of year 12 scientists to an                  

exhibition of the brilliant achievements of 

women in science, hosted at Imperial College 

London’s South Kensington campus.  

 

The event, entitled “Wonder Women” coincided 

with International Women’s Day the following 

day and featured interactive displays and 

demonstrations of research and innovation by 

leading female scientists of the current                      

generation.  

 

Our students enjoyed an engaging talk given by 

fusion scientist and adventurer Dr Melanie 

Windridge and were enthralled by a                           

performance of poetry and music by the award

-winning Keisha Thompson. 

 

The event was a true celebration of science 

and art, showing that the two can and do mix 

much more often than we appreciate. Most 

importantly however, the event showcased the 

myriad of tremendous opportunities for               

women in science and hopefully inspired our 

KAA students to pursue STEM pathways and 

help redress the glaring imbalance in the STEM 

workforce. 17 



  

  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

On Friday 15th March EPIC CIC held a public ballot for 

the election of a Youth Parliament representative for 

the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 

(RBKC).  

 

We are proud to announce that Taif (10 Chaplin) was 

elected as a Deputy Member of Youth Parliament for 

RBKC with 3,000 votes.   

 

In his manifesto, Taif spoke about knife crime, the 

NHS and healthcare, and the effect Brexit will have on 

the country’s economy as the three key issues he 

would like to address through the role. 

 

On being elected, Taif said “I would like to thank                  

everyone who voted for me and everyone who has 

helped me come to this point and I promise that as 

the new Deputy Youth Member of Parliament for 

Kensington and Chelsea that I will make everyone's 

voices heard and that I will be the person to make 

change.”  

After campaign speeches from each of the               

candidates for next year’s Head Boy and Head 

Girl during assemblies throughout the week, on 

Friday 29th March the students headed to the 

ballot box to vote in their Head Boy and Head 

Girl for the 2019-2020 academic year.  

 

The new prefect team were announced in the 

end of term assembly on Friday 5th April.                  

Congratulations to our new Head Girl Hoda 

(12 Nightingale), Head Boy Anas (12 Tubman). 

 

Hoda and Anas will be supported by Deputy 

Head Girl Tahira (12 Tutu) and Deputy Head 

Boy Ahmad (12 Ebadi), senior prefects Noor 

(12 Fry), Shouq (12 Nightingale) and Fiza (12 

Nightingale), and the new prefect body,                   

Edward (12 Ibrahim), Vicky (12 Sirleaf), Amal 

(12 Tutu), Allyssa (12 Nightingale), Ibrahim (12 

Nightingale), Trina (12 Sirleaf), Faris (12 Ebadi), 

Mike (12 Tubman), and Zaina (12 Maathai). 

The newly appointed student council have had a busy term. They raised nearly £100 for comic relief and 

have collated lots of interesting points for discussion from their form representatives. 

 

Next term the student council are hoping to add some new basketball nets in the playground, ensure a 

range of food products are available from all eateries at break and lunch as well as some key issues around a 

potential change to the skirts worn by girls, mirrors in the toilets and many more. 

 

The student council are also doing some tour-guide training after Easter and will be showing guests around 

the academy and will lead on training other students in the coming months. 
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By Miss Paine 

 

On Thursday 14th March our elite rowers                      

attended the Oxford & Cambridge invitation boat race 

announcement at City Hall. Students watched the              

announcement and were then invited on stage with the 

rowers for a photo opportunity. 

 

K A A  w e r e  a l s o  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e                                 

Oxford - Cambridge boat race on Friday 7th April and a 

small number of staff and students will be attending the 

world famous boat race during the Easter break! 

Following KAA’s first regatta last summer, the 

elite rowing squad have been training hard at  

Fulham Reach Boat Club on Thursday mornings 

before school in preparation for their first                

competitive races this year against other local 

schools.  

 

On Thursday 31st January the team had its first 

ever race against Hammersmith Academy. Izzy 

(11 Kidston), Jeriel (11 Kidston) and Cole (11 

Balon) made up boat one, and Ali O (11 Dyson), 

Ali G (11 Simmons), Michael (11 Berners-Lee) 

and Mary (10 Baker) made up the second. Both 

squads were racing against time to warm-up and 

practice as the light faded. 
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Race one was extremely close off the mark, with both 

boats taking the lead at different points. But Izzy, Jeriel 

and Cole had a rapid sprint finish, allowing them to pull 

a whole boat length in front of Hammersmith               

Academy and steam over the finish line in first place.  

 

The second race began in almost darkness under                  

Hammersmith Bridge. Ali O, Ali G, Michael and Mary 

got off to a great start, but a determined Hammersmith 

Academy crew pulled back to  almost level. It was neck 

and neck for 20 metres until the KAA quad dug deep 

and produced 10 solid strokes sending them into the 

lead. Amazingly KAA didn’t tire and continued at a 

great pace,   putting them two boat lengths ahead of 

Hammersmith’s boat, which allowed them to cruise 

over the finish line to securing KAA’s first double                 

victory at our first rowing meet!  
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SPORTS 

The PE reward trip for students who had 

shown excellent dedication and commitment 

to their sports teams this season was hotly 

anticipated by all those attending on Friday 

15th March.  

 

The students travelled to the track fiercely 

claiming their superiority behind the wheel. As 

the afternoon continued they continued to 

debate who had the most efficient track line, 

acceleration advantage (body weight),                  

experience (age) and finally grit, determination 

and ultimate ‘know how’.  

 

With all drivers claiming to be the rightful 

owners of the number one spot, there was 

only one way to settle it… to race.  

 

As each lap heated up, so did the rivalry.     

Multiple battles were contested as drivers 

burnt rubber in an attempt to complete the 

fastest lap but the crown for quickest student 

lap time finally went to Troy (9 Farah). 

 

By Mr Hajjaj 

TOP FIVE LAP TIMES 

Position Name Lap Time 

1 Mr Hajjaj 26.394 

2 Troy (9 Farah) 26.430 

3 Mr Campbell 26.454 

4 Jayden (10 Lennon) 27.019 

5 Kadeem (11 Kidston) 27.028 

 

On Thursday 15th March our rowing team                    

travelled to the Copper Box Arena in East                     

London’s Olympic Park to compete in the                   

National Junior Indoor Rowing Championships.  

 

The PE department took a squad of 18 to the national 

competition where our students raced against the               

countries finest indoor rowers.  

 

Pamela (10 Hepburn), Jayden (10 Lennon), Zebedee (9 

Lewis), Jake (9 Holmes), Navid (9 Hamilton) and Sanaa (8 

Tambo) were all returning for their second attempt at 

improving their personal bests. The rest of the squad, 

including Georgina (10 Lennon), Tashi (9 Radcliffe),               

Rewan (10 Hepburn), Lillian (10 Nijinsky), Donna (10 

Kahlo), Christina (9 Farah), Mary (10 Baker) and Summer 

(8 Tambo) were making their competitive debuts.  

 

With over 170 competitors across the various age 

groups, the students did exceptionally well to get into the 

top 50. 

 

Zebedee placed 21st rowing over 1000 meters in 3 

minutes. Tashi placed 46th in her debut. The relay races 

were where the KAA team really shone through, with 

the Boys’ Sprint team (Jayden, Zebedee, Jake and Navid) 

placing 18th, and the Girls’ Senior Boat team (Mary,                

Pamela, Georgina, Christina, Donna, Rewan, Lillian and 

Sanaa) also finishing 18th.  

 

It was a very successful day at the highest level of indoor 

rowing as the students go from strength to strength. 

 

Our thanks go to Fulham Reach Boat Club for 

their ongoing support in training our talented 

young rowers, and to the donors of the KAA               

Intrepidus Trust for their support of the                       

development of our rowing teams both on and off 

the water. 
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By Miss Paine 
By Mr Campbell 

 

On 14th January KAA hosted the Royal                    

Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC)      

Indoor Athletics competition.  

 

Four schools from RBKC competed in the               

festival, participating in field and track events to               

become the 2019 Borough Champions.  

 

Staff and students from all schools thoroughly                  

enjoyed the festival and our very own year 8 girls 

were crowned RBKC Champions! Overall the KAA 

girls finished 1st place and KAA Boys finished in 2nd 

place. 

 

Students have worked really hard this academic year 

to train for the tournament. Our year 8 girls have 

attended weekly athletics enrichments and before-

school training, arriving to school before 8am twice a 

week.  

 

Their dedication paid off at the tournament - the Year 

8 girls’ win qualified them to represent the borough at 

t h e  L o n d o n  S c h o o l  G a m e s  i n d o o r                         

athletics competition on Friday 15th February (pictured 

below). 

On Monday 11th March the netball team travelled to 

the Copper Box to watch London Pulse and Team 

Bath in the final match of Round Nine of the Vitality 

Netball Superleague.  

 

Team bath beat a determined London Pulse side by 

64-60. It was a fantastic opportunity to watch both 

teams, but particularly Team Bath who have 5 of the 

England Netball squad in their line up. We will be 

seeing a lot more of these players in the first ever 

Netball World Cup which takes place in Liverpool 

this summer. The students were extremely                       

impressed with the speed at which the game is 

played, and the athleticism of the players. It certainly 

was an inspiring evening for our netballers as look 

ahead to next season.  
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SPORTS 
Follow

 KAA__PE on Tw
itter and Instagram

 to keep up w
ith all the latest KAA sports new

s! 

The girls and boys football teams have had a 

great season in the QPR Schools League. 

However, the best results came from our 

Year 11 boys football team, who finished             

second in their league.  

 

The year 11 boys team enjoyed a 3-1 win against 

Chelsea Academy, a 3-2 win over West London 

Free School, and a 4-1 win against Ark Burlington 

Danes Academy. A huge congratulations to the 

whole team for their hard work across their       

matches and training sessions this year. 

 

Match Report: Y11 Boys vs Chelsea Academy 

 

KAA ran onto the pitch with two wins on the 

bounce intent on making it three.  

 

KAA dominated and controlled the first few se-

quences of play but were wasteful. CA swiftly coun-

ter-attacked, earning a free kick on the edge of the 

box. Unlike KAA, CA capitalised on the chance, 

taking the lead, against the run of play. 

 

KAA remained composed and unfazed by the                  

setback. They proceeded to dominate the midfield. 

Their patience was paid off with a free kick of their 

own from (no exaggeration) over 30 yards out.  

 

Up steps KAA’s finest free kick connoisseur, Bilal 

(11 Jobs) and the rest is history. 

 

With the score sitting at 1-1, Bilal (11 Berners-Lee) 

The 2018-19 netball season drew to a close at the end 

of March after a strong season which saw our team  

grow to see the highest ever number of players              

attending training twice a week. The students’ involved 

have improved greatly this year, and it has been great 

to see some of the year 10s take on the leadership 

roles within a team and show pride in representing the 

school.  

 

The final fixtures of the season proved challenging with 

both teams facing opponents top of the league. A       

combined KS3 team faced a very strong Queens Park 

team and were gracious in defeat after a strong               

season. The year 10 squad had a close game against 

Moore House. KAA certainly looked the stronger side 

in the first half and were only 1-0 down. However, 

going into the second half Moore House found their 

rhythm, and despite a couple of great goals from     

Janette (10 Baker) and Louiza (10 Baker) KAA sadly 

lost 6-2. We now wait in eager anticipation to see if 

we have made it to any of the playoffs. Miss Thompson 

and Miss Demeester would like to thank the netballers 

for all their hard work and dedication this season. 

 

By Mr Hajjaj 

 

ran onto a peach of a pass by Abdelkrim (11 Berners

-Lee) to drill the ball acutely into the far post giving 

KAA a deserved lead. 

 

A tough task for CA got even harder in the second 

half. A diligent second half was required to ensure 

KAA took all three points. And that’s exactly what 

happened!  

 

Some quality link up between the debutant goal 

keeper, Gustavo (11 Winfrey), and the midfield             

provided Bilal with another goal scoring opportunity. 

He neatly dinked the ball over the goal keeper.  

 

Once victory was as good as confirmed, KAA 

changed from a fluid 4-2-3-1 formation to a more 

rigid 4-4-2 to see the game out! 22 



  

 

 

Summer Term Parent Calendar 

! 

@KensingtonAldridgeAcademy 

@KAA_Intrepidus 

@kaa_intrepidus 

Date Event Time 

Monday 7th April - Tuesday 23rd April  Easter holiday (school closed to students) - 

Tuesday 23rd April Refuse to Lose Year 11 Study Sessions 10.30am - 1.30pm 

Tuesday 23rd April Staff Inset Day All day 

Wednesday 24th April Summer 1 Term Begins for all students 8.25am 

Thursday 25th April Year 11 “Crunch Time” Parents Evening  6pm 

Thursday 2nd May Year 8 Progress Meetings 4.30pm-7.30pm 

Friday 3rd May - Saturday 4th May Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Assessed Expedition - 

Friday 3rd May - Sunday 5th May GCSE Residential Revision Weekend - 

Monday 6th May  Bank Holiday (school closed to students) All day 

Tuesday 7th May - Friday 10th May Summer 1 Revision Week (EN/MA/SC)  All week 

Thursday 9th  May Year 9 Progress Meetings 4.30pm-7.30pm 

Monday 13th  May - Friday 17th May Summer 1 Assessment Week (EN/MA/SC) All week 

Monday 20th May - Friday 24th May Summer 1 Review Week (EN/MA/SC) All week 

Thursday 23rd May KAA Dance Showcase - KAA Theatre 6pm 

Friday 24th May End of Term  3pm 

Monday 27th May - Tuesday 4th June Half Term Holiday (school closed to students) - 

Monday 3rd June - Tuesday 4th June Staff Inset Day All day 

Wednesday 5th June Summer 2 term begins for all students 8.30am 

Friday 7th June Year 12 UCAS Day All day 

Friday 14th June Grenfell 2 Year Anniversary Memorial (for staff and 

students) 

All day 

Monday 17th June - Friday 21st June End of Year Revision Week All week 

Thursday 20th June Sports Awards Evening - KAA Theatre 6.30pm 

Monday 24th June - Friday 5th July End of Year Exams All fortnight 

Friday 28th June House Swimming Gala - Kensington Leisure Centre 3pm-4pm 

Monday 8th July - Friday 12th July End of Year Review Week All week 

Tuesday 9th July School Production: Hair Spray - KAA Theatre 6.30pm 

Wednesday 10th July School Production: Hair Spray - KAA Theatre 6.30pm 

Thursday 11th July A Level Art Exhibition Open View - Maxilla Studios 5.30pm-7pm 

Friday 12th July Sports Day - Linford Christie Stadium All day 

Friday 12th July - Sunday 14th July Duke of Edinburgh Silver Assessed Expedition - 

Friday 19th July End of Year Assembly - Kensington Leisure Centre 11am-12.30pm 

Friday 19th July End of Term 1pm 

Monday 22nd July - Wednesday 4th  

September 

Summer Holidays (school closed to students) - 

Thursday 5th September Autumn 1 term begins for all students - 


