
 

 

Friday 5th April 2019 

 

RE: End of Spring Term  

 

Dear Parent / Carers,  

 

I hope this letter finds you well. Below are some important updates ahead of the summer term, several of 

which require parent support and engagement. Thank you in advance for your help with these matters. Also 

please do cast your eye over Issue 13 of the INTREPIDUS magazine, which is attached along with this letter. 

There’s been some wonderful events happening in the academy this term and it’s a pleasure to share these 

with you.  

 

“Spring 2” Assessments  

 

- Overall students have engaged with these very well, and I want to thank all parents for the support 

they have provided.   

- “In-year” assessments like this provide a rich learning opportunity, and students have spent this 

week reviewing their performance - please do discuss this process with them.  

- Students should now have their results in all subjects written in their diaries (page 2) and we will 

email a full Spring Term Parent Report straight after the holiday.  

 

Summer Term Curriculum & End of Year Exams  

 

- Next term will involve teaching of new topics but also revision for the end of year examinations.  

- These will be for Years 7-10 (Y11, 12 and 13 are involved in national exams).   

- They are different to the assessments students have done so far this year:  

o They will test the whole year’s work  

o They will inform classes and targets for next year, and for Y9 will determine their GCSE 

options choices and target grades  

- Exams take place at the end of June and early July, but students will need to be working 

consistently towards these throughout this summer term.  

- Please do encourage them to revise at home during the term, on top of any normal homework 

they are doing. Teachers will provide students with advice and guidance on how to revise directly, 

so they will have plenty to do!  

 

Production - “Hairspray” - 9th & 10th July  

 

- The big performing arts event of next term – lots of you will know Hairspray from the film or 

West End show – we are really looking forward to it and more students than ever are involved.  

- If your child hasn’t auditioned yet but wants to support the show (either behind or in front of the 

curtain) they should speak to Miss Miller.  

- It would be great if parents could come and support – even if your own child is not in the show 

it will be a great event and worth watching. Tickets can be purchased via Parent Pay 

https://www.parentpay.com/ or from reception after the Easter break (£4 for adults, £2 for children, 

free for under-fives). Friends and family very welcome.  

https://www.parentpay.com/


 

 

Attendance  

 

- Excellent attendance (defined as 97% or higher across the year) is, as parents know, absolutely 

essential for your child to be successful in their education.  

- The opposite is also true – if attendance is low it will result in your child receiving lower GCSE 

grades and their entire future lives will suffer.  

- If your child has to be absent on a (hopefully very rare) occasion, then please communicate that 

to us by ringing first thing in the morning on 02073135800. We are grateful to parents for being 

conscientious about this.  

- In cases where overall attendance is lower than 97% we are required to have medical evidence 

which justifies any absence otherwise we cannot legally authorise them being out of school.  

- Holidays during term time are illegal. In any instance when a parent takes their child out of 

school during term time we are required to issue fines. Fines are also issued for persistent 

unauthorised absence.   

- If a student misses a school day in the first or last week of a given half term – i.e. either before 

or after a holiday – these are automatically classified as unauthorised holiday and fines are issued 

unless medical evidence is provided. These weeks are a critical part of our curriculum cycle, 

where students either review assessments or begin new topics, and missing lessons in these weeks 

is a major issue. 

- Thank you to all parents for their ongoing support with our attendance expectations. Please note 

the summer term begins on Wednesday 24th April at 8.25 am for all students. 

Parent Events – Y8&9  

 

- As per our website we have the following Progress Meetings next term for parents: Y8, Thursday 

2nd May (4.30pm-7.30pm) and Y9, Thursday 9th May (4.30pm-7.30pm). These are important 

events in the school calendar and we look forward to seeing you all there.  

Parent Governors 

 

- I’ve mentioned previously that we currently have two Parent Governors at KAA – Jehan 

Weerasinghe (who has a son in Y7) and Nadia Boujjettef (who has a daughter in Y8 and a son in 

Y10).  

- They have asked me to clarify that, in accordance with the statutory rules regarding school 

governance, their role is to represent the overall interests of the KAA parent community by 

offering advice and support to our board of governors. Their role is not to raise individual issues 

regarding specific students directly with school leadership or governors.  

- This is not just because representing individual students is not what a Parent Governor does, but 

also because it would be a breach of confidentiality for the school to discuss one student with 

another ones’ parent. I hope this makes sense, and thank you.  

Summer term enrichment 

 

- Enrichment starts again on Monday 29th April. It is such an incredible programme and students 

who do enrichment benefit so much, but parental encouragement to sign up is key!  



 

 

- Students in all years are eligible for enrichment – Y7 to Y13.  

- There are new enrichments being added for the summer term, including Creates Clubs 

(Entrepreneurship), Striking and Fielding Club (Baseball), Cricket, Food Hut Mural Club, 

Badminton and Creative Writing.  

- Also old favourites such as Kayaking, Indoor Climbing, Baking and more are there as ever.  

- Please check out the the full list here: https://kaa.org.uk/teaching-learning/enrichment/ and 

students can sign up here: http://bit.do/KAAOnline-ENR (please note you must be logged into a 

KAA Online account). Thanks.  

Ramadan (May/June) 

 

- We know many students will be observing and celebrating Ramadan as always at KAA, and we 

wish to support families with this.  

- In line with other schools locally, and having consulted with families and community groups, we 

need to make clear our expectations for student participation / attitudes while fasting. These are:  

o For anyone fasting we will make alternative spaces to the dining available at break and 

lunch – these will include the sports hall, libraries and main playground.  

o Student participation in practical subjects such as music, drama, dance and PE must 

continue throughout this period.  

o Students will be allowed one day of absence to celebrate Eid. Whilst we don’t know what 

day this will fall, please can you advise us in advance if your child will be taking this day 

by emailing: l.bleau@kaa.org.uk so we can plan accordingly.  

- We of course understand that Ramadan can be a challenging month, however we know parents 

will equally understand why we need to maintain behaviour and academic expectations 

throughout this period. Thank you for your support and “Ramadan Mubarak” in advance   

Grenfell Memorial Garden update 

 

- I wanted to update you on the progress of our beautiful memorial garden. It’s been a while since 

I’ve spoken about this in detail, but you may remember some brief outlines of the plans for 

benches and other features for a permanent memorial in dedication to the students who we 

tragically lost in Grenfell Tower. 

- Please see pictures overleaf of how this project is now coming together. Many students have been 

involved in the design and creation of the garden and I want to thank all of them for their input. 

- Elements from the temporary memorial room we set up after the fire have been incorporated into 

this permanent structure, which will provide some continuity.  

- Any further students who want to be involved please email Niall Dumigan at 

n.dumigan@kaa.org.uk. We will be finalising the garden at the start of next term. If any parent 

themselves wants to visit we would of course be delighted to do so once it is complete - again 

please email Niall.  

I’ll close then by just thanking parents, as ever, for all their continued support. The summer term will be busy 

I’m sure, but also full of hard work and successes. Until then I hope you all have a lovely break.  

 

With best wishes,  

David Benson 

Principal 

 

https://kaa.org.uk/teaching-learning/enrichment/
http://bit.do/KAAOnline-ENR
mailto:l.bleau@kaa.org.uk
mailto:n.dumigan@kaa.org.uk


 

 

Grenfell Memorial Garden Design & Progress 

 

Garden Layout        Engravings for benches    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelling for Garden  

 
Planting Day  

 

    
   
   


