
 
 

 

9th May 2019 

 

Dear Year 7 Parent / Carer, 

 

I am writing to follow-up on the letter I sent on 23rd November 2018 regarding inappropriate use of social media. 

 

On the morning of 7th May 2019, Year 7 students were addressed by PC Alicia Smith, KAA’s Safer Schools Officer 

about this issue. As I outlined in my previous letter, inappropriate use of social media is becoming an increasing problem 

amongst young people. Unfortunately, this is common place within all secondary schools at the moment and we need 

to educate students about what is acceptable. 

 

The following key points were communicated to students by PC Alicia Smith: 

 

 Use of social media can often result in negative outcomes such as privacy issues, peer pressure, cyber bullying, 

distraction, procrastination and sleep disruption 

 WhatsApp has an age restriction of 16 years’ old 

 SnapChat has an age restriction of 13 years’ old 

 In 66% of reviews of platforms with an age restriction of 13 or older, young people reported that they had 

used the site before the age of 13 despite warnings 

 Any misuse of social media that could be deemed as hate crime such as racial or homophobic abuse, as well 

as harassment online is a prosecutable offence (please see www.cps.gov.uk/hate-crime for further 

information) 

 It was emphasised to students that once they ‘post’ something online, whether it be words, a picture or video, 

as soon as it is posted, they no longer ‘own it’; something that they post now could potentially be found in 

years to come by future employers 

 Although apps such as ‘Tellonym’ and ‘Askip’ are advertised as ‘anonymous’ apps, anonymity online is not 

protected as the police will work together with the app companies to trace posts where necessary 

 For further information about how young people can keep safe online, please encourage them to visit 

www.safeinternet.org.uk 

 If students would like any further information about crimes attached to social media, need to report any misuse 

of social media or indeed, a crime of any nature, please encourage them to visit www.fearless.org/en 

 

I am alarmed that many of our Year 7 students are now using apps such as ‘Tellonym’ and ‘Askip’ that allow people to 

post anonymously. This inevitably creates a platform for bullying, but also jeopardises the safety of young people online. 

I highly recommend that all students are removed from such apps. 

 

If you are concerned about your child’s use of social media or have any questions regarding specific apps or sites, PC 

Alicia Smith has asked me to encourage you to visit www.net-aware.org.uk.  

 

I must emphasise again, the importance of parents/carers monitoring students’ general phone usage including social 

media accounts and I thank you in advance for all of your support with this. 

 

For any questions or concerns, please email me directly at a.gurnell@kaa.org.uk.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Miss A. Gurnell  

Director of Learning | Year 7 
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