
 

 
Religion, Philosophy & Ethics  

Year 12 
Summer Assignment 

 
 
Welcome to the RE department, we are delighted to have you studying with us, and look 
forward to working with you over the next two years. 

 
In order to best prepare you for the year ahead we would like you to complete three tasks. One for each 
of the three parts of the course. We would like this work to be completed for the first day back in 
September. These will form the basis for some introductory discussion during the first lesson.  
 
If you need any support in completing these tasks, please email m.bridgewater@kaa.org.uk  
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philosophy:  

A priori (from the earlier) is a type of reasoning that uses knowledge that comes before sense observation and 
therefore has a necessary conclusion from the first premises. It is independent of experience like maths (1+1=2) 

A posteriori (from the later) is a type of reasoning that uses knowledge that comes after sense observation and 
therefore has a conclusion that follows from sense observation. It is dependent on experience like in science 
(‘when the sun is out, it makes it bright outside’).  

How do you know the following statements? Write a priori or a posteriori next to the statement. 

All spinsters are unmarried women 

10 x 10 = 100 

The grass is green 

George V reigned from 1910 to 1936 

Triangles have 3 sides 

If George V reigned at least 4 days, then he reigned more than 3 days 

Could God be known through a priori or a posteriori reasoning? Explain your thoughts below: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 
 
 
 
              
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
              

Ethics:       How should we live?     How do I know what is right?      Are certain actions always wrong? 

Ethics is the study of the moral choices people make and the way in which they attempt to justify them. 

Those with an absolutist view on morality believe there are universal moral norms which apply to all situations. 
For example, murder is morally wrong no matter what. 

Those with a relativistic view on morality believe there are no universal moral norms and that each situation has 
to be looked at independently because each situation is different. For example, murder, in the case of self-
defence, is morally acceptable. 

Find 2 news articles about controversial issues.  
For each one write a short explanation of how it can be viewed with different morality. 
 
Here’s an example: 
2 June 2019 - Glastonbury 2019: Band who called for Tories to be killed have slot axed 
A band criticised for calling on members of the Conservative Party to be killed have had their Glastonbury Festival 
booking cancelled. 
 
From an absolute viewpoint hate speech of any kind, such as encouraging murder, is utterly unacceptable. It can 
lead to violence and cause chaos in society. As musicians in the public limelight they have a responsibility to 
uphold the law.  However, from a relative viewpoint we should not censor views because of freedom of speech. 
These are musicians using creative license to get across a political opinion. Also it’s only thought not action.   

Headline:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Headline:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



              
              
              
              
              
              
              
    

Islam:  

Have you thought of al-Lāt and al-‘Uzzá 
and Manāt, the third, the other? 

(Sura 53, 19–20) 

 

Research The Satanic Verses by Salmon Rushdie and explain why his interpretation of the above verse has led to 
such controversy.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 


