
 

 

 

Re: End of Spring Term Update  

 

Friday, 3 April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

It is with very mixed emotions that I sit down to write this update to all parents.  

 

In one sense, I’m feeling positive and proud of what our school community has achieved over the course of 

this term, and in particular in the last few weeks. Students, staff and parents have shown great resilience in 

dealing with the challenges of Coronavirus, and the general health of the school is better than at any point in 

the last six years. We have moved quickly to establish systems for online learning, contingency school 

arrangements and laptop loans and Free School Meal vouchers, so that we now are fully set up for the 

current period of distance learning. We can go into this holiday confident that, with the help of parents, 

students’ education next half term will be purposeful and high-quality.   

 

But in another sense I am, just like all of you I’m sure, hugely missing the normality of school life. I’m 

missing seeing students happy and learning in their lessons each day. I’m missing teachers laughing with, 

encouraging, and correcting their classes. Many of you have asked me when we will reopen, and the truth is 

we just don’t know. We should assume the whole of next half term is remote learning via KAA@Home. I 

hope and pray that after May half term we can re-open for the final half term of the year, but that is far from 

certain, and we should prepare ourselves for this disruption to stretch into June or July. It is even possible 

that schools could still be affected in September, though clearly there is little value in speculating that far 

ahead.  

 

For now, we have to make the best of the current arrangements, and ensure we squeeze the most out 

of this time, which does have opportunities as well as challenges. With that in mind, I would ask all 

parents to note these key points:  

 

1) Students must keep up with their KAA@Home timetables. We have loaned 500 

laptops to parents (which we will need back in good condition), and are providing support 

with internet data to any who need it, in order to allow this to happen. This is an 

unprecedented step – no other school we know of has done the same – but Governors and 

I were clear that students needed a dedicated computer, not one shared between siblings 

or merely a tablet or phone, to follow the online lessons we are setting them.  

 

2) Students & parents should expect to be challenged if they fall behind with 

KAA@Home learning. We of course understand there may be legitimate reasons why a 

student can’t attend a particular virtual lesson on a particular day but they must email 

their teacher and Director of Learning in advance to communicate this. We will make 

allowances where reasonable but going quiet or disappearing is not OK. Neither is 

sleeping until lunchtime and submitting work at 10 pm. It is not that we don’t appreciate 

the pressures families might face at present – of course we do. It’s that we are determined 

that when this period passes – and it will pass – your child has not missed out on large 

sections of the school curriculum. If they have, this will cause stress for them, for you as 

parents and for our teachers when we are back up and running. In truth, we haven’t really 

challenged the minority of students who have not been completing their work these last 

two weeks. However, after Easter we will be challenging this, via phone calls and emails 



 

 

 

home and, where needed, home visits. Opting out at this point is not on, and we won’t 

allow students to take such action as their long term interests will suffer. The vast 

majority of students have been working very hard at home, and this is to their credit, but 

the minority who haven’t, and have had no good reason not to, need to change this now. 

Thank you.  

  
3) The online lessons are actually of a very high quality. Again, this is not typical of what 

we are seeing from other schools. The virtual lessons we have developed are not quite as 

good as being together in a classroom, but they are not far off, and they are getting better 

all the time. We are running virtual training with our staff weekly in order to optimise 

KAA@Home teaching and share the strongest practice, so parents and students should 

expect things to get even better next half term.  

 

4) The independent learning habits students develop now will have a lasting benefit. 
Being able to research topics, store their work sensibly for future reference, review their 

own performance against exemplar answers etc – these are all very important life-long 

learning skills.  

 

5) Students must have physical resources – notepads, exercise books, pens, calculators 

and other stationary etc - as well as their laptops. Not all work is on the computer. 

They should organise their notes methodically, as well as storing their digital files in a 

logical, organised way.  

 

6) Culture & Ethos are as important as ever. KAA is a school built on celebrating student 

achievement, and spotlighting the many talents our brilliant students possess. After 

Easter, students will begin to receive digital merits and commendations for their 

KAA@Home work, which will generate commendations, house points and other rewards, 

all of which will form part of their permanent school record when they return. The Easter 

Rewards Assembly, which has been shared with students virtually via KAA@Home front 

page today, and which includes the new episode of KAA News, is a good example of this 

point – please do watch it with your child.  

 

I will leave it there for the moment. There will be other updates that are specific to certain year groups – for 

example details of how the GCSE & A Level grades will be awarded for Y11 & Y13, or the GCSE options 

process will work for Y9, or indeed how the Y6 to Y7 transition arrangements will work. The short 

answer to all such questions is that these matters are in hand and students’ best interests will be 

protected and put first at all times. The main thing then really is nothing more complicated than staying 

safe, following the public health advice, being patient and trying your absolute best via KAA@Home 

lessons, reading and Intrepidus learning each day.  

 

I wish all students and parents as happy and restful an Easter break as possible in the circumstances, and 

will write with further updates as needed at the start of the new term. Thank you for all your ongoing 

support – it is appreciated – and please rest assured that we are here, working hard to support families 

through this period, and making sure we are ready for when the world returns to normal.  

 

With best wishes, 

David Benson 

Principal  


