
 

 

3rd April 2020 

 

Year 13 Exams Update 

 

Dear all, 

 

Many thanks for your patience and resilience over the last couple of weeks. The government has just released more 

details on how your grades will be awarded, and have released a letter to all students laying out some of the detail: 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_st

udents_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 

 

In this, you will see a few key things, which I would like to highlight here. Much of this is very good news, and we 

will look after your interests to the best of our ability. 
 

KAA will submit a centre-assessed grade for you to the exam board at the beginning of June. This is not necessarily 

your mock mark, your UCAS prediction, your target grade, or your coursework mark. Instead it will be made 

up of all of these elements, plus the work you have done over the last year and your AS grade.  

 

We are well aware of the likely progress you would have made between now and June, and we are also more aware 

than anyone of special circumstances, difficulties and medical conditions. The good news is that all of this will be 

factored into your centre-assessed grade in a much fairer way than is ever possible via the exam board. 

 

Departments will rank students within each grade. So if we expect 18 students in psychology to get a B, we will rank 

the highest B number 1 and the least secure number 18.  

 

The exam boards will use a statistical tool to evaluate the accuracy of these grades, and will moderate some of the 

grades up or down accordingly (hence the ranking).  

 

You will have the chance to appeal the grade, but I must warn that this is likely to be quite a restricted process, limited 

to how moderation was carried out, not the substance of a decision. 

 

You will also be able to sit a real exam in the autumn if you are not happy with your grade. We don’t have detail of 

how this would intersect with university admissions yet however. Realistically, I can foresee the timing being 

awkward, but I am also clear that universities will do the best they can to avoid disadvantaging students. 

 

There are however some limits on what we can achieve. Please read the following points carefully: 

 

The grades we submit must be realistic. If we submit grades which are inflated and are statistically unlikely, 

everybody’s grades will be moderated down. This would be very unfair on the huge majority of students, and we 

cannot risk it. 

 

We are explicitly not allowed to give out centre-assessed grades to students. This is because the exam board 

moderation process may well change the grade we allocate, and we do not want to give out false information. 

 

Please do not ask your teachers for these grades (we haven’t decided them yet anyway) and please do not put pressure 

on staff to award you an unrealistic grade. We cannot do it, for the reasons outlined above. 

 

Mock results 

 

As you can understand, there have been delays in getting all the mocks marked. This is now almost complete, and we 

will send you the results next week. This will contain your mock mark and your class grade (both as fine grades – C1, 

B3 etc). We will not be giving you forecast grades, for the reasons explained above.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf


 

 

UCAS and university choices 

 

I have been telling you to hold off making UCAS choices until you have the results of your March mocks (and 

therefore your forecast grades). You should make your UCAS choices (and therefore apply for student finance and 

accommodation) as soon as you receive your mock results, and should bear the following in mind: 

 

 Be ambitious with your firm choice if you wish. 

 Be realistic with your insurance choice. 

 

How to judge what is realistic? Slightly more uncertain than usual, but actually, the system is surprisingly normal. 

Therefore: 

 

 Remember that university offers are often one or two grades ambitious, so ABB actually may well mean BBB or 

perhaps even BBC. Be a little more conservative than usual in judging this (one grade is probably safe), and 

remember that the higher ranked an institution is, the more closely they stick to their stated offer (you won’t get 

any mercy from UCL for example, but there will be some slack from City or Brunel). 

 Take your mock result and apply a moderate and sensible increase. If you got C1, B3, B2 in your mocks for 

example, an insurance offer of BBB is totally sensible, and you might want to go for a firm offer of ABB (AAB is 

not entirely ridiculous, but is pushing it). If you got D3, C2, C1, however, an offer of AAB is very unlikely to 

come off; put it down as your firm choice if you want, provided that you are clear-eyed about your chances of 

success, and you have a sensible insurance choice. 

 Remember that clearing is going to operate as normal. 

 Mr Pavey and Mr Whitlock will be available to discuss offers for most of the Easter break (we aren’t going 

anywhere, and will have auto-reply set for the period we aren’t checking email). 

 

Should I now be doing any work? 

 

The government guidance is clear that doing extra work in order to increase your teacher assessed grade at this point is 

not necessary, and work which changes grades (either up or down) at this stage needs to be treated with caution. 

However, for some of you, departments may set specific tasks to help you prove you have filled a gap, or improved 

from an unexpectedly poor mock paper. If departments contact you with this sort of work you would be very well 

advised to do it, and to remain in close contact with your teachers, as they are looking for evidence to allow them to 

predict you a better grade.  

 

More importantly, there will be useful work we will set you in the summer term related to consolidating your 

knowledge and skills within each subject, strengthening you as a life-long learner, and making you more 

confident and capable students next year, whatever you go onto study. So, stay motivated, and stay working on 

what we set you, as and when it comes.  

 

 Yours sincerely, 

 
Rob Pavey 
Vice Principal - Sixth Form 


