
 
 

 
8th April 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

FIRST NAME SURNAME: results from March mock (assessment point 3) 

 

Please find below the results from the mock exams sat just before the school closed. Please also accept 

my apologies for the delay in getting these results to you, and in a few cases some gaps in the data. 

As I’m sure you can appreciate, there have been some challenges to collating this information given 

the wider circumstances. 

 

You will see that we are reporting only the Assessment grade (the grade actually achieved in the 

papers sat) and the Class grade, which is teachers’ assessment of students’ performance in class over 

the course of the last term. Both of these are fine grades, where 1 is high, and 3 is low. 

 

We are not reporting a forecast grade. As you will know from my letter of last Friday, schools have 

been explicitly instructed not to tell students what their forecast grades are, as students will assume 

that these will be the same as the grades we send to the exam boards (which they may or may not be) 

and that these will be the grades the exam boards grant in the summer. Exam boards will conduct a 

statistical moderation exercise with the centre-assessed grades, and may in some cases ask for 

physical evidence, so we cannot be at all sure that what we submit will be what the exam board grants 

as the final grade. 

 

Subject Assessment grade Class grade 

   

   

   

   

 

Centre-assessed grades 

 

As you know, we will be sending a grade to the exam boards, which will form the basis of the grade 

awarded. Students must be aware that this grade is not the same as their mock result or their UCAS 

prediction. We are very well aware that students improve between the mocks and the real exam, and 

we are very aware of what every individual student’s work has been like over the year, and what their 

work habits are. We will take everything into consideration, starting with AS grades, and including all 

the work of all kinds done over the last year (assessments, classwork, homework, coursework and 

mocks) and adding in the amount of improvement shown historically between the mocks and the real 

exams. 

 

Having said this, students need some guidance about what to do with the results in this report. I have 

included a guide below to what they should do in practical terms. Students should be aware that this 

is sensible practical advice, but in no way guarantees either the grade we will submit to the exam 

boards (which we do not know yet in any case) or that it will be the final grade that exam boards grant. 

 



Students and families should not ask teachers what their grade will be, and they certainly should not 

ask for a better grade. Schools are explicitly not allowed to discuss this, and I have asked teachers to 

forward all such communication directly to me.  

 

It is very important to understand that we will not and cannot inflate grades. If we were to do so, this 

would directly put others’ grades at risk, as exam boards will moderate our grades. If we put in grades 

which are unrealistically high, the exam boards will not believe us, and everyone’s grades will be 

brought down, which will be unfair on the huge majority of students. Students and parents should 

therefore be reassured that all grades we submit will be fair and based on the evidence we have from 

two years of teaching, and we will not give grades which have not been earned. 

 

UCAS and university choices 

 

Students should now choose their firm and insurance choices, and then apply for student finance, if 

appropriate. Here is some guidance as to how to use the information above: 

 

 By all means be ambitious with the firm choice. 

 But be sensible with the insurance choice.  

 Look at the Assessment grade. It is safe to assume your predicted grade will be slightly better 

than this (we are very aware of how much students improve between mocks and the real 

things, and we know very accurately what every individual’s work habits are). 

 If you have no Assessment grade because you did not sit enough papers, look at the Class 

grade. It is likely that your predicted grade will be much the same as your Class grade, as 

students generally perform slightly worse in exams (and mock exams in particular) than they 

do in class. 

 

A worked example: 

 

 My Assessment grades are C1, B2 and A3, with Class grades of B2, B1 and A2. 

 I can reasonably assume that my predictions will be ABB. 

 I have an offer from UCL for AAA, from KCL for AAB, from Loughborough for BBB and 

Southampton for ABB. 

 Most universities will admit one or two grades below the offer (although there are no 

guarantees), and the higher up the ranking, the less leeway there is. 

 I can therefore put UCL down as my firm offer, but knowing that I am not likely to have the 

grades, and a university like UCL is not likely to show any mercy, so I am not likely to get the 

UCL place. 

 My insurance place is much more important, therefore, as this is where I am likely to go. I can 

put KCL down, but this is a risk. I have a good chance of being given one grade’s grace at KCL, 

but it is not certain. Southampton looks sensible, and Loughborough is safe. 

 A better option would be to put KCL as my firm, and Southampton as my insurance. 

 Please remember that clearing will operate in the normal way. 

 

If students or parents have questions about the grades (with the caveats outlined above) or about 

what is a sensible choice for UCAS, please feel free to get in touch either with me or with Mr Whitlock. 

We are both available throughout the break, and we will put auto-replies on our email if we are not 

checking them for a few days over Easter.  



 
 

 
Work from now on 

 

In some subjects, teachers may ask individual students to complete specific bits of work. If this is the 

case, students would be very well advised to do so, as teachers are likely to be looking for evidence to 

predict a student a higher grade (I have for example conducted additional French orals this week). 

 

Beyond this, departments will post some bridging work for students who are intending to study the 

subject at university, and will include reading lists. This will be optional, but interesting, and will not 

be linked to the exam. This is a great opportunity to start thinking like an undergraduate, and to get 

ahead on some university reading. I am more than happy to use some of the Sixth Form bursary fund 

to buy university-level books for students who want it. It will take heads of department a little time to 

prepare this, so this is likely to be ready by around the start of May. 

 

If you have any questions, please do get in touch. 

 

 


