
 

 

Monday 8th June 2020 

 

Re: Three Year Anniversary of the Grenfell Tower Fire  

 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

 

This week marks the third anniversary of the Grenfell Tower Fire. The 

anniversary itself is on Sunday 14th June, but KAA will be remembering and 

marking the event throughout the week.  

 

As you will know, our KAA community was badly affected by the fire. We lost 

five students – Yahya and Firdaws Hashim, Jessica Urbano, Mierna Choucair 

and Biruk Haftom. A number of students and their families survived the fire and / 

or lost loved ones. Many students were rehoused, and all witnessed the blaze and 

had to cope with a sense of loss and disruption in the aftermath.  

 

Three years might seem like a long time. However, we know that for many in our 

community – particularly surviving and bereaved families – the anniversary will 

be an emotional and difficult period. We have support in place for students and 

parents, which can be accessed via the Place2Be pages on KAA@Home or by 

emailing place2be@kaa.org.uk. Our counsellors can easily set up 1-2-1 or small 

group conversations with any students or parents who would like to talk about 

how they are feeling. Further details are below.  

 

I am also happy for parents to raise ideas or concerns directly with my Assistant 

Principal Niall Dumigan (n.dumigan@kaa.org.uk) should they wish.  

 

At 9 a.m. on the day of the anniversary we will send all parents and students 

a short video that commemorates the victims of the fire and talks about the 

compassion, resilience and hope our wonderful students have shown over 

the last three years. We are very proud of how they been able to support each 

other and look to their academic futures, which we know are bright and full of 

opportunity. This same resilience will help them when they start to return to 

school in the near future (and for Y10 and Y12, as soon as next Monday).   
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I want to thank all parents for their continued support and wish you the very best 

for the coming week. I’ll close by sharing this short poem, which captures how 

many will feel this week I’m sure.  

 

Those we love don’t go away; 

They walk beside us every day. 

Unseen, unheard but always near. 

Still loved, still missed but very dear. 

 

 With best wishes, 

 

David Benson 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Susie Hack, our Parent Counsellor, would like to hold a 

“virtual” coffee morning for parents to discuss the anniversary 

and any reflections or emotions they may have.  

 

We are hoping to do this later in the week – please contact Susie 

via susie.hack@place2be.org.uk or 07866 943537 if you would 

like to join, or have any questions at all.  

 

Regarding student support, all KAA students should know how to 

access help from Place2Be, including virtually from home 

during the Coronavirus crisis. If any parent does not consent to 

Place2Be talking to their child then please email Christina 

Macadam, the service manager, at c.macadam@kaa.org.uk to 

opt out. 

 

Thank you 
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