
 
 

 

4th June 2020 

Dear parents, carers and students, 

 

Year 12 return to school  

As you know from Mr Benson’s letters, some supplementary teaching will start on June 15th in school, 

alongside the main curriculum via KAA@Home. These sessions are optional, although we strongly 

encourage every student to come in, both to help the gradual return to normality, and to help prepare 

students for the end of year exams. All families will get a phone call from a senior member of staff 

over the next week to answer any questions you may have. 

 

End of Year exams 

The end of year exams will take place in the week beginning 29th June, and will be done via 

KAA@home. There will be a timetable, and we expect all students to do their exams at the specified 

time, in order to keep the exams as meaningful as possible; if there is likely to be a problem with this 

(there are lots of reasons it might be hard), it would be good to know in advance. If there are 

unexpected problems on the day, students will need to send a quick email so we know what is 

happening. We will indicate on the report home which exams were sat out of sequence; there will be 

no judgement attached to this, but it will be another indicator of the potential reliability of the result. 

The end of year exams are important for the following main reasons: 

 UCAS: we need to enter predictions into UCAS for university entrance. In normal years, the 
summer exams are the basis of this prediction. 

 Progression to Year 13: it is necessary to pass Year 12 in order to move into Year 13, since 
attempting A-Level without the necessary foundations will just lead to under-performance or 
outright failure. Normally, progression is by passing the end of year exams. 

 Repeating Year 12: for a small minority of students, it is necessary to take 3 years to do A-
Levels rather than the usual 2. It is often possible to repeat Year 12, but very much harder to 
repeat Year 13. Letting students through into Year 13 too easily removes the only real chance 
that students have of repeating a year, and would therefore prevent them from maximising 
their potential. 
 

This year, because of social distancing, it is not going to be possible to sit the exams in person in school, 

as we had hoped. Doing the end of year exams remotely will of course have a significant effect on the 

reliability of the data, either because of problems with the working environment, or in some cases 

because of cheating.  

At the end of term, we will report the same 3 pieces of data as in previous reports: an assessment 

grade, a class grade and a forecast grade, plus a comment from each student’s tutor. We will take 

account of the imperfect circumstances surrounding the end of year exams when calculating the 

forecast grade. It will be an assessment of the whole year’s progress, rather than just based on the 



exam, using the same techniques we have used for submitting centre-assessed grades for this year’s 

GCSE and A-Level results. The things we take into account will include the following: 

 The end of year exam grade 

 Grades from previous assessment points 

 Evidence of engagement (or lack of it) from KAA@Home 

 Homework and unit tests from across the year 
 

The forecast grade on this report will be used as the UCAS prediction. There will be an opportunity for 

students to show they have made improved progress next term, but I need to make it clear at this 

stage that students will not be able to bargain their predicted grade upwards. This anyway leads to 

poor outcomes, as students then often fail to achieve the necessary grades for over-ambitious 

university offers. This makes it all the more important that students engage with the work via 

KAA@Home, and take the end of year exams seriously (both elements will play a part in determining 

the forecast grade). 

 

Failing Year 12 

Unfortunately, a few students are likely to fail the year, and I regret that the lockdown has made this 

more likely. The last thing we want to do is to refuse progression to Year 13, but I must be very honest 

that we will be rigorous about progression, and that some students will need to repeat Year 12. It is 

not in anybody’s interest to fail A-Levels, and I would far rather have difficult conversations in July 

2020, when we can do something about it, than in April 2021, when it is too late. In the end, although 

it is unpleasant, it can be in a student’s long-term best interests to repeat a year, and we will not shy 

away from this.  

This year, failure will consist of a forecast grade of U or E.  

 

Re-sit opportunity 

If a student has a forecast grade of E or U, it is only fair to have an opportunity to improve. As 

mentioned in previous letters, there will be a re-sit opportunity on A-Level results day, which is 

Thursday 13 August. To progress into Year 13, it will be necessary to come to school in person and sit 

a physical paper in controlled conditions. This is the only opportunity to do this, and there cannot be 

any extensions or alternative dates. This is because this will be the only date on which staff will be 

available to supervise, and it also gives sufficient time for the papers to be marked, the results 

communicated, and students then to enrol at a different school if necessary. 

 

Repeating Year 12 at KAA 

We have 950 applicants for next year at KAA. It is therefore very unlikely that we will be able to 

accommodate students who need to repeat Year 12, as to do so would take a place away from a 

student currently in Year 11. We will of course take account wherever possible of special 

circumstances and pastoral reasons, but we will only be able to allow this in the most exceptional 

cases. 

 



UCAS 

The start of the university application process is always one of the best and most positive times of 

year. KAA Sixth Form is about social mobility, about creating a better and fairer society for the next 

generation and about hard work and talent being recognised. This will all happen, and this is where it 

starts coming true! This year it is even more so, as it is also a promise of a return to normality and the 

start of an even more exciting time in our students’ lives. We always have students who get into Oxford 

(but never yet Cambridge; we would like the first one this year, please) and medical school, and half 

of each cohort go on to Russell Group universities. I anticipate even greater success for this year’s 

cohort; students should be ambitious, and not be afraid to dream (and should then do enough work 

to make these dreams come true, of course).  

The end of the summer term is a key period for university choices and for getting the UCAS process 

started. Obviously, physical open days are not going to be possible in the immediate future, but many 

universities are operating virtual open days, and we would encourage students to participate in these; 

they are better than nothing, and will give valuable information about the course, if not about the feel 

of a university. Miss Haddad is starting to collate links to these, which will be on the Sixth Form page 

and in her opportunities bulletin.  

UCAS and a first draft of the personal statement will be a major focus of the last two weeks of term, 

after exams. We expect every student to have the outline of the personal statement done (there will 

be a UCAS Google Classroom set up) by the end of term, and for students to get advice on wider 

reading to enhance their application from the relevant department before the summer break. If 

students do this in good time, the Sixth Form bursary fund will be able to help provide some books. 

The UCAS Classroom will go live towards the end of next week, with full guides on how to complete 

the form and advice on how to search for courses most efficiently. Tutors will start to have these 

conversations with their form groups from now, and we will be pushing it much harder after the end 

of term exams. 

I am always happy to answer questions about university applications, as are Miss Boyle, Mr Whitlock 

and the whole tutor team. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rob Pavey |  Vice Principal – Sixth Form 

Kensington Aldridge Academy 

1 Silchester Road  

London W10 6EX 

r.pavey@kaa.org.uk  
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