
 

 

 1st September 2025 

 

 New Academic Year 

 

 Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

I’m delighted to welcome you to the start of the new academic year. A warm welcome to all, but particularly to parents 

of our new Year 7 and Year 12 students. I have a few updates that will be helpful for all parents, carers and students 

to take on board before students return this week. 

 

GCSE & A Level Results 2025 

 

Many of you will be aware, but we have had another really successful summer of GCSE and A Level results this 

year. With 30% of all GCSEs at the highest grades 9-7 (the equivalent of the old A*/A), well over a third (38%) of Y13 

grades at A*-A, and a Valued Added score of +0.51. These are fantastic results and we are immensely proud of all of 

these students and how hard they have worked. The university entrance picture is also positive, with the majority of 

students achieving their first or insurance choice and approximately half of all applicants securing places at Russell 

Group Universities, with two at Oxbridge. I hope this positive picture continues to inspire all of our younger students 

to aim high and set their sights on big ambitions for the future. As always, you can find more about the results on our 

website. 

 

Start of term  

 

Staff have been back in the building for a few days now, and excitedly preparing for the year ahead. A reminder that 

only Year 7 and Year 12 students are expected in school tomorrow for their ‘Induction Day’, then all 

students must attend on Wednesday 3rd September for the start of lessons. 

 

Please be aware that holidays during term time are illegal in the UK and may result in your Local Authority issuing a 

penalty charge notice if your child does not return to school for the start of term. KAA has ample school holidays – 

more than most state schools (including a two-week half term in October) – so please avoid ever removing your child 

from school in term time. If your child is ever absent due to sickness, you should call our Attendance Officer on 0207 

313 5800 and then press option 1, or email attendance@kaa.org.uk. 

 

KAA is fortunate to be able to provide a delicious, hot breakfast for all students free each day via our Breakfast 

Club. We serve from 8am, starting from Wednesday 3rd September, and I would encourage as many families as 

possible to take up this offer. Our libraries and study areas are also open to students from 8am. Students in 

Years 7-11 must arrive no later than 8.30am for the start of lessons please, and Sixth Formers no later 

than 9am. 

 

Parent Communication & Payment Systems 

 

A reminder that we contact parents via SIMs text and email with whole school or year group messages. Emails come 

from our email account at 2074000@sims-communications.co.uk and text messages come from 07860095005. Our 

fortnightly parent newsletter is also sent from info@kaa.org.uk. Our outgoing call number is 0207 313 5800. Please 

save KAA as a contact in your phone so you don’t miss anything. 

Parents can also have the SIMS App downloaded to their phones. It takes a matter of seconds and is an essential tool 

to keep on top of your child’s education, allowing you to view your child’s timetable, attendance and behaviour record. 

We will send reminder emails about how to access the app and new login details for Year 7 & Year 12 parents once 

the term begins – please look out for these. 
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As a general rule, we ask parents to look for any information they need on the SIMs app, our website, or Parent A-Z. 

We have a dedicated member of staff who keeps these up to date. It is hard for us to respond to requests via phone 

or email as our staff are very busy throughout the working day teaching lessons, so we ask parents to look for the info 

they need online instead. However, if you need to speak to a teacher the simplest thing to do is to email them and 

they will aim to respond within 48 hours. Please note we have a zero-tolerance approach to abuse of KAA staff, either 

in email or verbally on the phone / in person. 

It is worth noting now that the following parents’ evenings take place in our first half term: 

Year 7 Parent Information Evening – Thursday 4th September 6pm-7pm (at KAA) 

Year 11 Parent Information Evening – Tuesday 9th September 6pm-7pm (at KAA) 

Year 12 & Year 13 Progress Meetings – Thursday 16th October 5pm-8pm (virtually via School Cloud) 

 

Further details about these events will be sent to parents via email from your child’s Director of Learning. 

 

Parent Pay & Free School Meals 

 

Parents of new Year 7 & Year 12 students will receive their Parent Pay log-in details in the first week of term. Students 

in these year groups will be able to receive a free lunch on Tuesday and Wednesday this week, until student accounts 

are set up. Parents should then make sure accounts are topped up by Thursday 4th September. If you think you may 

be eligible for Free School Meals, please contact our Assistant Accountant Ms Jain at finance@kaa.org.uk as soon as 

possible, and Ms Jain will assist you with an application. 

 

The price for a hot or cold main lunch meal at KAA is £2.60. Break time snacks and drinks are priced separately. 

 

Equipment 

 

I think all parents will agree, it is vital that all students come to school each day, prepared for learning and with all the 

tools they need in order to do well. If a student isn’t properly equipped, they will lose time during lessons, their work 

won’t be as presentable as it ought to be, and ultimately their learning will suffer. At the start of the new year, we are 

reminding all students of the equipment they need to bring each day, and will be consistent in issuing sanctions if this 

isn’t maintained.  

 

Please make sure your child arrives to school every day with the following: 

 

2 black or blue pens 

1 green pen 

1 pencil 

1 highlighter (any colour) 

A rubber 

A ruler 

A scientific calculator 

 

If you would like to buy a calculator directly from us, the maths department has them in stock and parents can pay in 

advance via Parent Pay:  https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=710 

 

School Partnership Agreement 

Starting this academic year, KAA is working with other secondary schools in RBKC (Holland Park school and All 

Saints) in order to develop a wider behaviour support partnership. The agreement permits the academy to direct a 
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student to one of these other schools in order to complete a placement for a set period of days (up to 10), should we 

feel this is needed and will be beneficial. This may be considered instead of a suspension or following concerns regarding 

persistent disruptive behaviour. The managed intervention requires the student to attend the host school in KAA 

uniform and complete work set by KAA in their isolation area. A senior leader from the school will report back to 

KAA with feedback on the placement. The pastoral team will contact parents to communicate when this process is 

being applied. However, please note, as per DfE guidance, parent consent is not required.  

Building Works 

 

I am delighted to say our new 3rd Floor classrooms are open now and ready to welcome students. This is a fantastic 

addition to our provision at KAA and means we now have the space to meet the needs of all our students properly. 

There are still a few small finishing touches to add, including some traditional KAA wall graphics, so I will share pictures 

just as soon as this is complete. We will also organize an official ‘opening’ of the classrooms at a later date, and a 

chance to properly thank all parties involved in this important and substantial project. 

 

Uniform 

 

Finally, we have received an update from our uniform supplier this morning, explaining a delay with some of the KAA 

orders. This is disappointing as we know how important having a consistent uniform is to life at KAA, and what a vital 

role it plays in maintaining our high standards and inclusivity. We also know it can be particularly upsetting for new 

Year 7 students starting school without their full and complete uniform. However, we want to reassure all parents 

that we are aware of the issue and have been assured that all orders will be fulfilled. Where possible, please ensure 

your child attends school in the full KAA uniform. If there are any concerns, we will contact you to discuss further. 

 

Please note, we expect all Sixth Form students to model professional dress from day 1 please.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this in detail. We very much look forward to a really happy, productive and 

successful academic year. 

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Anna Jordan 

Principal 


