
 

 
 

15th July 2026 

 

End of Year Principal’s Update 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

It has been a very full and productive year at KAA, and I want to thank all parents and carers for your support and 

partnership across the course of the year. Our students have achieved some great things and pushed themselves to 

grow and develop in so many ways. I feel incredibly proud of the progress all our young people are making - both 

academically and personally - and hope you feel the same. 

 

As we now look to next academic year, there are some updates and important information I want to share with you. 

 

Intrepidus Magazine 

Every two weeks we send you the Intrepidus Magazine, via email, which celebrates so many of our students’ 

achievements. If you do not receive this, and would like a copy, please email info@kaa.org.uk to be added to the 

distribution list. Some of these achievements are also featured in our news section on our website.  

 

The Addams Family - Wednesday 15th July 

The cast of our summer production of The Addams Family have already performed three showstopping 

performances, with the last one taking place this evening (Wednesday 15th July). There are still some tickets available, 

so if you would like to attend, then please access these via ParentPay and arrive ready for a 5:30 start. 

 

End of Year Assembly – Thursday 16th July 

Our annual end of year assembly will take place during lesson 3 tomorrow. This is our most important assembly of 

the year; where students come together and celebrate their achievements and meet our new prefect team. Students 

will then be dismissed off site at 12.30pm, ready to begin their summer break. 

 
Parent Reports – Friday 24th July 

Following the recent summer exams, our end-of-year parent reports are currently being finalised and will be issued 

just after term ends. Parents should receive these via email by Friday 26th July. 

 

Parent Survey – closing Thursday 16th July  

A huge thank you to everyone who has already completed this. The feedback generated is incredibly important and 

is helping us improve and innovate as we move into next year. A reminder if you haven’t completed this yet, please 

use the link here: Parent Survey.  The survey will close at 10am tomorrow. 

 

Exam Results 

Just a reminder that A Level results day is Thursday, 13th August and GCSE results/Sixth Form enrolment day is 

Thursday, 20th August. Students in these year groups have been sent instructions about how to collect their 
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results, and how to enrol on their courses for next year. If you are unclear about arrangements, please make sure 

your child checks with their DoL before we break up. 

 

Changes to Free School Meals 

There are some important changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility that will come into effect from September 

2026. The government has announced that from this point all children living in households that receive Universal 

Credit will become eligible for Free School Meals. Please note that families whose children already receive Free 

School Meals will be required to submit a new application before the start of the Autumn 2026 term. 

 

For more details, please see attached letter giving further details. This can also be found here. 

 

Uniform 

At the end of June we wrote to you regarding changes to KAA school uniform as part of the governments’ 

Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill.  These are significant changes, and it is important all families are aware of 

them, before we return next year. If you would like to review this letter again, please find it here. 

 

Mobile phones 

KAA has always had a ‘no phones’ policy and has always prioritised our students operating safely during school 

hours; free from the distractions and influences that phones can bring. Unfortunately, we have seen an increase 

recently in mobile phone use, and devices have played a significant part in some unpleasant behaviour and 

safeguarding incidents. The damage social media can cause our young people is now well documented, however the 

damage caused by communication platforms generally, is also concerning. We want no part of this to negatively 

impact KAA students and so have - and always have had - a strong stance on this. 

 

Department for Education guidance on mobile phones has also been strengthened recently - which is a good thing. 

We have no need to change our policy as a consequence of this, but I do want to take this opportunity to reiterate 

our position and make sure all students (and families) are aware of this. 

 

Students are not to have mobile devices switched on in school, nor are they to be used at any point 

during the school day. If a student’s phone is seen during the day, or if it goes off during lessons, it will be 

confiscated for 6 weeks (inclusive of holidays). If any student is caught filming within school, this constitutes a 

safeguarding risk and will be sanctioned accordingly. 

 

Please can I ask parents and carers to work with us on this, and ensure students are fully aware of our policy, and 

the potential consequences. All students should leave mobile phones at home. We have no way of looking after 1300 

phones in school each day, so would urge families to prepare students for this re-strengthened position over the 

summer break. 

 

Please note, Sixth Formers have a slightly different mobile phone policy, which students should re-familarise 

themselves with over the summer break. 
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Equipment 

It is essential that all students are properly equipped for lessons from the first day back in September. This will 

include all items on the equipment list below, bar those items provided by us (see list). Please take some time over 

the summer break to ensure your child has all the equipment they need, and reach out if you need any support. 

 

 

• Current reading book 

• Student planner 

• 1 x water bottle 

• 1 x clear pencil case with the following contents: 

• 2 x black or blue writing pens 

• 1 x green writing pen 

• 1 x highlighter pen 

• 1 x HB pencil 

• 1x rubber 

• 1 x 30cm ruler 

• 1 x Casio Scientific calculator (model: fx-85GT CW - sold on ParentPay) 

• Colour pencils (preferred not compulsory) 

Provided by the Academy: 

• Clear plastic zip folder containing a mini-whiteboard, a white board pen (black) and a 

whiteboard rubber 

 

Senior Leadership Team (SLT) 

A reminder below of the KAA SLT for next academic year, and their individual areas of responsibility: 

Anna Jordan  Principal 

Ryan Bernard  Senior Vice Principal 

Amy Gurnell  Vice Principal – Pastoral/Designated Safeguarding Lead 

James Waller  Vice Principal – Teaching and Learning 

Ross Dunning  Assistant Principal – Assessment 

Clare Kitteringham Assistant Principal – Curriculum (returning from maternity leave in 

October) 

Lisa Blount  Assistant Principal – Teacher Development 

Sophie Pedley  Assistant Principal – Timetable 

Jazmin Speakman Assistant Principal – Personal Development  

Robert Davies  Assistant Principal – Sixth Form 

Natasha Page   Finance & Resources Director 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Director of Learning (DoL) Updates 

Your child’s DoL will be your second point of contact, following their form tutor. Below is the DoL team for next 

academic year: 

● Year 7 – Ms Duckworth 

● Year 8 - Ms Campbell & Mr Dickinson 

● Year 9 - Ms Gogarty & Ms Rudkin  

● Year 10 – Ms Madill & Ms Matthews  

● Year 11 – Ms Kruk & Ms Sadaty 

● Year 12 – Ms Hayward 

● Year 13 – Mr Jones  

 

 

Autumn Term 2026 

The 2026/27 academic year begins in September, and we look forward to welcoming our newest Year 7 and Year 12 

students on Friday, 4th September. All other students will return to school on Monday, 7th September. 

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very relaxing summer. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
Anna Jordan 

Principal 

 


