
 
15th July 2026 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 

Important changes to Free School Meals from September 2026 
 
In advance of Autumn 2026 we strongly encourage all families to apply for free school meals as the rules surrounding 
free school meals are changing.  
 
From September 2026, all children in households receiving Universal Credit can receive free school meals, regardless 
of household income. 
 
Even if your child already receives free meals, you must reapply before the Autumn term under the new rules. Your 
child’s school will then be able to recheck your eligibility each year which is a new requirement.  
 
Why register? 
Registering for free school meals can provide benefits beyond school lunches. 
 
If your child qualifies, the school may receive additional government funding called Pupil Premium, worth up to 
£1,550 per eligible pupil in 2026/27. This funding can help to support: 
 

●​ Educational resources 
●​ School trips and residential visits 
●​ After-school activities 
●​ Pastoral support and wellbeing services 

 
Even if your child prefers packed lunches, you should still register if they are eligible. 
 
From Autumn 2026 there will be two types of free school meals: 
 
Targeted Free School Meals 
Your child may qualify if you receive: 

●​ Universal Credit with a household income of £7,400 or less per year 
●​ Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
●​ The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
●​ Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
●​ Some families with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) may also qualify. 

 
Children receiving Targeted Free School Meals: 

 
 



 
●​ Receive free school meals 
●​ Generate Pupil Premium funding for the school 
●​ May qualify for additional support, such as holiday activities, trips, school equipment and after-school clubs 

 
Expanded Free School Meals 
Your child may qualify if you receive: 

●​ Universal Credit with annual earnings above the £7,400 threshold used for Targeted Free School Meals. 
 
Children receiving Expanded Free School Meals: 

●​ Receive free school meals. 
●​ Do not attract Pupil Premium funding for the school. 
●​ Are not eligible for support that is specifically linked to Targeted Free School Meals status. 

 
My child already receives free school meals. What should I do? 
 
You must submit a new application for every child, even if they currently receive free school meals. We can then 
use that information to recheck your eligibility each year which is a new requirement. 
 
How to apply 
You can apply for Free School Meals online via the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea website: 
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/children-and-education/education-and-learning/free-school-meals or you can ask the school 
for a paper form to complete and return to the school. 
 
Additional support available 
We recognise that many families continue to experience financial pressures and want to ensure that those who need 
support know where to find it. 
 
Crisis and Resilience Fund 
The Government has introduced a new Crisis and Resilience Fund to support households facing financial hardship or 
unexpected financial crisis. This scheme is intended to provide targeted support with essential living costs for families 
experiencing financial difficulty. 
 
Further information about support available locally can be found on the Council's website as the scheme is 
implemented. 
 
Family Support and Early Help Services 
If your family would benefit from wider support, assistance is available through Family Support and Early Help 
services. These services can help with a range of issues including financial support, benefits advice, housing concerns 
and family wellbeing. 

 
 

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/children-and-education/education-and-learning/free-school-meals


 
Further information is available through the Family Information Service and Family Hubs: 
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/home.page 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
  
Anna Jordan 
Principal 
 

 
 

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/home.page

