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I4th September 2026
KAA Mobile-Phone Policy
Dear Parents and Carers,

| am writing following the letter from Ms Jordan regarding the new academic year to provide further clarity regarding
KAA'’s mobile-phone policy.

As Ms Jordan mentioned, and as | explained to all students in our welcome back assemblies last week, the
Department for Education has introduced statutory guidance stating that ‘all schools should be mobile
phone-free environments by default’. The guidance is also clear that this extends to transitions between lessons,
break-times and lunch-times. As such, we have had to revise our policy as the previous approach of ‘not seen or
heard’ is no longer suitable.

This guidance recognises that smartphones can bring distraction, social pressure and safeguarding challenges into the
school environment, and aims to eliminate the negative impact that having access to the digital world during the
school day could have. Whilst the specific details of this are yet to be announced, the UK government also plans to
introduce a ban on social media access for children under |6 by spring 2027 and the statutory guidance surrounding
mobile phones in schools should be treated as a stepping stone towards this.

That said, we anticipate that some parents and carers may be concerned about their child’s safety if they are unable
to contact them on their journey to and from school, especially if they are travelling alone. | would like to reassure
you that this has been carefully considered in our approach and we would not do anything to jeopardise the safety of
our students.

As such, please see below KAA’s mobile-phone policy (this can be found in our behaviour policy on the
academy’s website):

Students are not permitted to bring smartphones (e.g. Android devices, iPhones etc.) or smartwatches into school
under any circumstances; such items must remain at home. Should a smartphone or smartwatch be found, it will be
confiscated as per the below:

e /st incident in an academic year - | week confiscation

® 2nd incident in an academic year - 2 week confiscation

e 3rdincident in an academic year - 6 week confiscation

The confiscation process above applies irrespective of whether the phone was switched on or off, whether it is
during school hours or not and whether the phone is being used or not; smartphones and smartwatches are not
permitted in the school building.

Should parents and carers consider it necessary for their child to be contactable during the journey to and from
school for safety reasons, students are permitted to bring a non-smartphone to school. A non-smartphone is
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defined as a basic mobile device limited primarily to fundamental communication tasks like voice calling and text
messaging (SMS) with no access to the internet.

Should students bring a non-smartphone to school, it must be stored in their locker throughout the school day.
Should a non-smartphone be seen (via a student using the phone during the school day) or heard on school site, it
will be confiscated but returned at the end of the same school day to ensure students remain contactable by their
parents and carers on their journey home. Students are aware that they can use any locker in the building, they just
need to ensure they have a padlock to secure their belongings.

Any incident whereby a phone (smartphone or non-smartphone) or smartwatch is confiscated, a 45-minute
detention will be issued. Any refusal to hand the device to a member of staff upon request will be considered
extreme defiance and an internal exclusion (IE) sanction will be issued each day until the device is given to a member
of staff and the period of confiscation can begin.

If there is an incident whereby a smartphone is confiscated and parents and carers are not able to purchase a
non-smartphone immediately, KAA can offer a short-term loan of a non-smartphone upon request (subject to
availability).

Should parents and carers be accustomed to using a smartphone as a tracking device for their children, small
standalone devices, such as a clip-on or pocket GPS trackers, can be used and do not require a child to be in
possession of a smartphone to do so.

Exemptions to the above only apply to students for medical reasons e.g. diabetes. Parents and carers are encouraged
to contact Mr Bernard, Senior Vice Principal (rbernard@kaa.org.uk) to discuss further, where needed.

Where parents and carers feel that reasonable adjustments should be considered, e.g. a student is in receipt of an
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), parents and carers are encouraged to contact their child’s keyworker or
our SENCos to discuss further. Staff contact details can be found on KAA’s website.

The mobile-phone policy applies to Sixth Form students in the same way and any queries regarding this should be
communicated to Dr Davies, Assistant Principal Sixth Form (r.davies@kaa.org.uk) or the relevant Director of

Learning.

Thank you in advance for all of your support in our implementation of this update. As ever, the safeguarding of our
students is our priority and that remains unchanged.

Sincerely,

i

Miss A. Gurnell
Vice Principal / Designated Safeguarding Lead
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