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3" September 2026
New Academic Year

Dear Parents / Carers,

A very warm welcome to the new academic year — with a particular welcome to our newest students and families.
We are excited about the year ahead and looking forward to working closely with you in order to provide the very
best for all of our students. Please review the important updates below before students return.

GCSE & A Level Results 2026

We begin this term following a successful summer of exam success. Our Year || and Year |3 cohorts achieved
another amazing set of results, and we are delighted to see so many of our graduates move on to university, college,
or rejoin us in KAA6. Huge congratulations to all of these students for making themselves and our academy so
proud.

Further details and highlights will be shared in the next edition of the Intrepidus newsletter, as well as in the news
section of our school website (kaa.org.uk).

Start of term

Staff have been back in the building for a few days now, and excitedly preparing for the year ahead. A reminder
that only Year 7 and Year 12 students are expected in school tomorrow for their ‘Induction Day’, then
all students must attend on Monday 7" September for the start of lessons.

Attendance remains a whole-school priority this year. National attendance rates are below where they need to be,
and persistent absence directly damages both academic outcomes and student wellbeing. As a result, holidays during
term time are illegal in the UK and may result in your Local Authority issuing a penalty charge notice if your child
does not return to school for the start of term. KAA has ample school holidays — more than most state schools
(including a two-week half term in October) — so please avoid ever removing your child from school in term time. If
your child is ever absent due to sickness, you should call our Attendance Officer on 0207 313 5800 and then press
option |, or email attendance@kaa.org.uk.

KAA is fortunate to be able to provide a delicious, hot breakfast for all students free each day via our Breakfast
Club. We serve from 8am, starting from Monday 7" September, and | would encourage as many families as possible
to take up this offer. Our libraries and study areas are also open to students from 8am. Students in Years 7-11
must arrive no later than 8.30am for the start of lessons please, and Sixth Formers no later than 9am.

Uniform

| wrote to all parents last year about the change to uniform expectations this academic year, following the new
national guidelines. If you would like to review this letter again, please find it here. A reminder that it is compulsory
that all Year 7 - Year || students wear a KAA blazer, a KAA branded jumper, a KAA tie and have a KAA branded PE
top. The rest of the uniform is explained in detail on our website.

Please note, we expect all Sixth Form students to model professional dress from day | please.
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Mobile Phones

Similarly, | wrote to families last year about the strengthened national guidelines on mobile phones in schools. The
government is now clear that “all schools should be mobile phone-free environments” and this includes no student
having access to their phone “throughout the school day including during lessons, the time between lessons,
breaktimes and lunchtime”. This guidance applies to both mobile phones and smart watches (e.g. Apple
watches or similar).

KAA has always had a strong stance on mobile phones — and they have always been banned in the academy —
however this new guidance makes this even more important. Any phone (or smart watch) seen within school
- even if it is not being used — will result in confiscation. This confiscation will be for at least a week, and
will escalate up to 6 weeks for repeated instances. | think all of us would agree that the stronger national
position on phones is in the interests of all our young people, however | really want parents and students to be fully
aware of these consequences before we return, to avoid any upset or surprise.

Parent Communication & Payment Systems

During the summer holidays we have introduced a new school Management Information System to replace SIMS. The
new system is called Bromcom and will bring a huge range of benefits — including improved attendance monitoring,
and the ability for us to more easily translate home-school communication into multiple languages.

There is a parent app associated with Bromcom that will provide instant access to information relating to your
child — their attendance, their timetable, rewards, behaviour points and attainment. This app is called
MyChildAtSchool (MCAS) and the majority of our communication will now come through this. We will no longer
use the old SIMS app, so please make sure you create an account online, and then download the app and log in.
There is a video here, that will talk you through this. There is also a page on the website here with step-by-step
guidance.

Please note, payment for food, school trips and music lessons will still happen via ParentPay for the time being, with
a planned transition to MCAS later in the academic year.

As a general rule, we ask parents to look for any information they need on the above app, our website, or in the
Parent A-Z. We have dedicated members of staff who keep these up to date. It is hard for us to respond to requests
via phone or email as our staff are very busy throughout the working day teaching lessons. However, if you need to
contact a teacher directly, please send an email; staff will aim to respond within 48 hours. Please note that KAA
maintains a zero-tolerance policy toward aggressive or abusive communication directed at staff, whether via email,
telephone, or in person.

It is worth noting now that the following parents’ evenings take place in our first half term:
Year || Parent Information Evening — Tuesday 8" September 6pm-7pm (at KAA)
Year 7 Parent Information Evening - Thursday 10" September 6pm-7pm (at KAA)

Further details will be emailed nearer the time. Attendance at these events is essential for parents of these year
groups.
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Parent Pay & Free School Meals
Parents of new Year 7 and Year |2 students will receive their ParentPay login details during the first week of term.
Students in these year groups will be provided with a complimentary lunch through till Wednesday of next week,
while accounts are established. From Thursday onwards, parents should ensure accounts are topped up online so
students can purchase lunch and breaktime snacks. A standard hot or cold lunch meal at KAA is priced at £2.60, with
snacks and drinks priced individually.

Changes to Free School Meals

There are some important changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility that have come into effect this September.
The government has announced that from this point all children living in households that receive Universal
Credit will become eligible for Free School Meals. However, it also means that families whose children have
previously Free School Meals will be also required to submit a new application. Thank you to all parents who
have completed this already. If you are eligible, but have not yet done this, please find more details here.

Equipment

It is vital that all KAA students arrive at school each day, prepared for learning and with all the tools they need to be
successful. If a student isn’t properly equipped, they will lose time during lessons, the quality of their work will
reduce, and ultimately their learning will suffer. At the start of the new year, we are reminding all students of the
equipment they need to bring each day, and that we will be consistent in issuing sanctions where this isn’t maintained.
We are also issuing all students with a mini whiteboard, whiteboard pen and rubber this year. These are to be
stored in a plastic wallet, kept in good condition and brought to school every day - alongside the following;

2 black or blue pens

| green pen

I pencil

I highlighter (any colour)
A rubber

A ruler

A scientific calculator

If you would like to buy a calculator directly from us, the maths department has them in stock and parents can pay in
advance via Parent Pay: https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=710

Thank you for taking the time to read this in detail. We very much look forward to a really happy, productive and
successful academic year.

Kind regards,

M

Anna Jordan
Principal

Outstanding
Provider



https://kaa.org.uk/students-parents/letters-to-parents/
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=710

